eve i 


UNIVERSITY of OX FOR 


1 . 


< 


"LA F 9 FLY 


8 „ 


St. Parade: in the 77 rh 
oon THE 


- 


Firſt Sundey in Leut; Mare the 21. 1768, 


. ' av 


A . 
— * * i 1 
— — — 
7 * _— 


EN Joun RawLiNns, M. A. 
3.” Of Clrifi-Chirdb. _ - 


| ReGQor of Haſelton in Gloceſterſhire, and Miniſter 
of Badſey and W, ckamford i in W. orceflerſhire. 


— ä. = — — — 


DXFOR D: 
Printed at 5 THEATRE; for ] FreTcuss, in the 


"Tu, 4 Sold by J. Frrreuza and Co. in St. Paul's 
"Church-Yard, Londen, MDCCLXVIII. 


10 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE EARL OF COVENTRY, 
LORD OF THE BED-C HAMBER 
TO THE KING, 


AND LORD LIEUTENANT 


OF THE COUNTY OF WORCESTER, 
THESE DISCOURSES 
ARE WITH THE GREATEST ESTEEM, 
GRATITUDE AND HUMILITY, 


DEDICATED 


BY THE 


AUTHOR. 


| 


* 
0 * 
— * 
by = 
* 
* 
I 
ind 
U 
„ 
* J » 
* 
* = 
L — 
— 
. N 4 


* — 
28 » 2 
gr 0 
= 1 12 
4 ”*. : 
: l 4 eg * 
o 642 & E 
'* a4 & k £ P 
: 7 " af a #7 
. * 4 
1 23 * 
« % © 


| Roms XI. 20. 


” ell ] 7 of Unbelief They were 
broken off, and Thou flandeft by Faith 


HE different Effects of Infidelity 
and Faith, are here ſet in an op- 
0.  pofite View, and very juſtly ap- 
plied to the particular Circumſtances of the 
Fews and Gentiles — The Apoſtle's reaſoning 
in the greateſt Part of this Chapter is carried 
on in figurative Allufions, but with Strength, 
Elegance and logical iety. 

A wonderful Scene of divine Praia, 
the Myſtery, which bad been hid from Ages and 
from Generations, was now to be opened and 
made Manifeſt to the Saints; The Fullneſs of 
Time was came, when the middle- wall of Par- 
tition was to be broken down, the Sceptre was 
o depart from Judab, and They, who had 
long been the boaſted Deſcendants from Abra- 
A | ham, 
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ham, the genuine a a from the 
Root of the pious Patriarchs, were now 40 be 
cut off and caſt away. 

This indeed was not to be an abſolute and 
univerſal Rejection — Only Blindneſs in Part 
happened to Iſrael: There was fill a Remnant 
according to the Election of Grace, v. 5. — But 
though the Rays of the Divine Mercy till 
continued to ſhine upon ſome of them, 
far the greateſt Part were totally ex 
from the glorious Rights and Privileges of the 
Goſpel, — f 

We cannot indeed e the Depths 
of the Divine Counſels, but many wife Rea- 
ſons may be aſſigned for this remarkable Ap- 


pointment of Providence — It was not an ar- 
bitrary De/ignation, or the Effect of capricious 


Humour in the Deity, but was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Enlargement of the Church of 
God, and for the Opening of a wider Door of 


Salvation to Mankind — The Fall of the Fews, 


as the Apoſtle expreſly tells us, was to be the 
Riches of the World, and the diminiſhing of 
them the Riches of the Gentiles, v. 12. When 
the natural Branches were cut off, the wild 
Olive Tree was grafted in, and by the invigo- 
rating Power of God, was made Partaker of 


the ſame Root. 
Such 


18] 

* Such'was the Wiſdom of this Appointment, 
that it afforded a very uſeful. Leſſon of In- 
ſtruction both to Fews. and Gentiles; that the 
Jes might learn Humility, bei provoked to 
Fealouſy, and by a Spirit of holy Emulation, 
might be called to Repentance. And on the 
other Hand, that the Gentiles might not be 
high-minded, but Fear; that They might not 
boaſt againſt the Branches, I % He, that ſpared 
not the natural Branches, ſhould not ſpare 
Them, v. 21. 

What could be more natural and lively Em- 
Mains than theſe? more expreſſive of that 
great Revolution, which was now to be brought 
about, both in the Jewiſb and the Cbriſtian 
Church? As it was the ſolemn Decree of God, 
ſo it readily claimed the Approbation of the 
Apoſtle, as a juſt and righteous Appointment. 
— Well ! ſays He, becauſe of Unbelief, They 
were broken off, that is, the Jews, and Thou, 
meaning the Gentile World, fandeſt by Faith. 

In this wonderful Scene, behold the Good- 
neſs" and Severity of God, v. 22.— In what 
ſtriking Colours are the Smiles of his Mercy, 
and the Frowns of his Anger jointly diſplayed? 
From theſe Examples, what a noble Encou- 
ragement is given to true Believers to land 
Rediaſtly in that bleſſed Faith, which be- 
: A2 came 
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came the Glory and [Riches of d Gourihs ? 


but what an awful Admonition is held forth 
to all Unbelievers, to avoid an evil H of 


Unbelief, which brought ſuch a heavy Train 
of Calamities.upon-the' Nene Stare 7 | 

The Infidelity peculiar. to modern Times is 
indeed of a different Genius and Complexion 
from that which the Apoſtle lays to the 
Charge of the Jews, but thoagh there be not 
a formal Likeneſs between them, yet in every 
Species of Unbelief, there is ſome general Re- 
ſemblance, ſome Affinity of Principle produc- 
tive of many evil and dangerous Conſequences. 
— The Uſe therefore, which I ſhall make of 
the Words thus opened and explained will be, 
Firſt, to repreſent to You in as ſhort a View 
as poſſible, the various ill- eoncerted Schemes 
of Unbelievers, and to point out their Incon- 
fiſtence both with Reaſon and Religion. 

2dly, I ſhall ſet in an oppoſite Light the 
many ſaperior Advantages, which ariſe from | 


a true Chriſtian Farth. 


And from this comparative View 1 ſhall 
be naturally led in the third Place, to give ar: 
Anſwer to ſome of the principal Pleas of Un- 
believers, and to conchude with a brief R 
cation of che whole. 


Firſt 
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EFiſ then, I ſhall repreſent to You, in as 
ſhort a View as poſſible, the different Schemes 
of Unbelievers, and ſhall point out their A- 
confiftence both with Reaſon and Religion- 
As there are ſeveral Species of [nfidebty, ſo 
They are more or leſs malignant in their Kind, 
and more or leſs. productive of evil Conſe» 
quences: — Atheiſm, is of the blackeſt Dye z 
by denying the God of Nature, it ſubverts the 
whole Syſlem of Nature, the eſtabliſhed Or- 
der. Harmony and Ge. of the whale 
World. 

It is a ſure Dedu#tion of Reaſon, that Ee 
fetls are not -producible without a Cauſe 
Things cannot exiſt, neither animate, nor in- 
animate, without ſome Ground of that Exiſt» 
ence; at what Period of Time ſocver They 
began. to be, they muſt derive that Beginning 
from ſome Principle adequate to ſuch Pro- 
ductions. It is certain therefore, that vari-; 
able and dependent Creatures, ſuch as the 
Things before Us, could not emerge out of 
Nothing, or be in themſelves anoriginated, 
but muſt at firſt be cauſed by ſome neceſſary, 
ſelf-exiſtent, and independent Being, which 
is the Notion we have of God. 

Upon theſe Principles we reſt as upon a 
ſure Foundation, Difficulties are cleared up, 

and 


TE 
and We have 4 Supreme Cauſe and Maker of 
all Things, equal in Counsel and Strength to 
all-the Phenomena of Nature within Vs, or 


without Us. 
But the Atheiſt ue a very compendious 


Method of throwing Dartneſi over all. — 


He cuts the Argument ſhort by aſſerting, that 


the World was from all Eternity, and that 


there always has been an infinite Series and 


Succeſſion of Cauſes and Effect, from whence 


the whole viſible Syſtem was compounded 


and modified into its preſent Form. — We may 
juſtly aſk, what has this Hypotheſis to ſtand 
upon? even Nothing. — It wants a Firſt 
Maker, and a Firſt Mover : But what concern 
is it to the ſuperficial Atheiſt, upon what 


Baſis the Foundations of the Earth * are fall- 


ened, or who laid the Corner Stone thereof ? Job. 
xxxviii. 6. He flatters himſelf, that He can 
accompliſh all by the word Eternity, which 
He aſcribes to Matter, though in Defiance of 
all Reaſon and Philoſophy. Even Senſe itſelf 
in all the obvious Appearances of Things, ex- 


a Quis illa vidit unqnam? Quis ſenfit ? Quis audivit? An 
ſolus Leucippus oculos habuit? Solus Mentem ? Qui profectò 
Solus omnium cæcus et excors fuit; Qui ea loqueretur. quæ nec 
zger quiſquam delirare, nec dormiens poſſit ſomniare — Lactant 


plodes 


Lib. de [ri Dei p. 730. 


[7] 
plodes and confutes his Scheme — If We ſur- 
vey the World, or examine into its Hiſtory, 
what glaring Marks of Novelty are ſtamped 
upon it ? The Riſe of Nations and Empares, 
the growing Progreſs of Arts and Sciences, of 
Government, Commerce and Religion, all plainly 
ſhew, that the Face , Nature was but the 
Offipring of Time, gradually encreaſing from 
an infant State of Weakneſs and Imperfection, 
and going on though with flow Degrees, and 
with many Interruptions, from Strength to 
Strength, to its full Maturity and Perfection 2. 
Let the Series of Cauſes and Effects be 
what it will, ſuppoſe it to riſe higher than the 
ſtrongeſt Imagination can trace it, yet in the 
utmoſt Stretch of it, this Line of Progreſſion 
muſt have a Beginning as well as an End, — 
The firſt Link in this long extended Chain 
could not produce itſelf, nor could it poſſibly 
exiſt without ſome Original independent Cauſe. 
The diſtance of Time or Place are only con- 
tingent Circumſtances, and could make no 
Alteration in the eſſential Nature of Things. — 
The Atheiſt indeed, who never thinks 
himſelf at a Fault, is very expert in anſwer- 


a Antiguitas Seculi, Juventus Mundi, Bacon. de Augmen 
Scient. Lib. i. c. 5. - 


ing 
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ing, that this viſible Frome of Things might 


y take its riſe from the lucky Union 


and Concourſe of Matter and 1 


what great Atchievements could come from 
theſe undirected and unintelligent Principles ? 
The Properties of Matter are well known ; 
it is of itſelf an inert, ſluggiſh Body, of ſuch 


flubborn tnattivity, that it refiſts all Change of 


its preſent State — And Motion, neceſſary and 
involuntary Motion, (which is all that can be 


ſuppoſed) mult always act in one determinate 


Courſe, equally and at all Times —It muſt 
verge towards one central — and Ae 
Variation. _ 

What could be the Refult of ſuch an un- 
conſcious and unguided Syſtem, even below the 
Laws and Arts of Mechaniſm itſelf? What 
vital Force could there be in a * rude mdigeſted 
Chaos, to call itſelf into Being? Sometimes 
the Atheiſt is ſo ſtraitened and bewildered in 
his Scheme, that He calls in the Aſſiſtance 
of blind Neceſfity or Fate. — Inſtead of afcend- 


ing ſtep by ſtep, from the Effect to the ſu- 
preme intelligent Cauſe, He deſcends in his 


Reaſonings, and ſinks below the Effects them · 
ſelves, by ſuppoſing thoſe Things to be Ef- 


a rudis inaigeſtague Moles. 


cient 


[5] 
dent Cauſes, which have no inherent Power 
of Agency, and indeed no Exiſtence at all. 
In his laft refource, when pinched with 
theſe Difficulties, He has but one Salvo left, 
and that is * Chance: He pretends, that the 
fortuitous Claſhings of Atoms one againſt ano- 
ther might poſſibly after infinite Trials and 
Struggles, ſettle into Order and Regularity — 
But what is this mighty Operator, Chance ? 
an empty Sound, a mere abſtract Notion with- 
out any Reality. - 
A Man, that can give himſelf up to ſuch a 

Turn of thinking and arguing, muſt have a 
ſtrong Imagination indeed, fit only for mere 
Z Romance; without Intelligence or Deſign, with- 
out any Exertions of Power, Art or Contri- 
vance, to imagine, that the vaſt Machinery of 
this World, compounded of innumerable 
Parts, conſiſting of various Fheels and Prin- 
ciples of Movement, with infinite Relations 
and Dependencies one upon another, but all 
tending to Harmony in the whole, and all 


a, Hoc qui exiſtimat fieri potuiſſe, non intelligo, cur non idem 
putet (ſi innumerabiles unius et viginti Forme Literarum aliquò 
conjiciantur) poſſe ex his in Terram excuſhs Annales Ennij, ut 
; deinceps legi poſſint, efficiz quod neſcis, anne in uno quidem 
verſu poſſit tantum valere Fortuna. Cic. How infinitely greater 
muſt the Odds be againſt the Power of Chance to forma World? 


RE = | B | adorned 


[C10 
adorned with Beauty and Proportion, wigh the. 


— to. Pula this amazing complicated Struc= 
ture to have no other finiſhing Hand than an 
irreſiſtible Stroke of Fate, or the caſual Con- 
fais of Matter: this is certainly the wildeſt 
and moſt romantic Plan, that ever was in; 
vented by the human Mind — It deviates ſo 
much from the Path of Nature, that it would 
be too tedious to follow it through all its 
Turnings and Windings. 

Its pretended Philoſophy has no ata. 
tion, no ſolid Principle of Reaſon to ſupport 
it— The whole viſible Syſtem remonſtrates 
againſt, and condemns the Fool, who ſays in 
his Heart, there is no God— The Apoſtle 
makes his Appeal to the plaineſt dictates of 
common Senſe — The iv1/ible Things of God, 
ſays he, from the Creation of the World are 
clearly ſeen, being under/ioad by the Things 
that are made, even his eternal Power and God- 
bead, Rom. i. 20. His Voice, (which as the 
Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, is a mighty Voice) is 
beard through all his Works Not only the 


* Ipſe Aer nobiſcum videt, nobiſcum audit, nobiſcum ſonat: 
Nihil enim eorum fine eo fieri poteſt. Cic. de Nat. Deorum, 
Lib. ii. c. 33. 


Ba | - "man 
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moſt ſtriking Objects, the vaſt and number- 
leſs Orbs of Heaven,* their regular Motioris 
and amazing Dy#ances, but even the loweſt 
and minuteſt Parts of the Univerſe proclaim 
de Glory of God and ſbew forth bis bandy- 
work — Every Spire of Graſs, and every Clod 
of Earth carry the ſame Impreſſion, the ſame 
Heavenly Characters of the Divine Being. 

Such is the Language of Univerſal Nature : 
— This is the grand Medium, through which 
the Knowledge of God is conveyed to Us, and 
from the ſame Prineiples We are taught to 
look up to Him, not only as the Sovereign 
Creator of the World, but as ſuſtaining all 
things by the Word of his Power, and ex- 
hibiting to Us the moſt illuſtrious Diſplays of 
his divine PerfeCtions in all the Ways of his 
Providence. 

There are many indeed, who pretend to 
acknowledge the Being of a God, but, little 
better than Arheits themſelves, they will not 
believe his immediate Interpofition in the Af- 
fairs of this World. 


a Cæleſtem ergo admirabilem, incredibilemque Conſtantiam, 
ex qui Conſervatio et ſalus omnium omnis oritur, qui vacare 
mente putet, is ipſe Mentis expers habendus eſt. Cic. de Nat 
Deorum. Lib. ii. c. 33. 
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viſible are the Traces of infinite Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Power, preſiding over all? Are 
there not fixed and eſtabliſned Laws for every 
_Claſs and Tribe, for all the ſeveral Compart- 
ments of Nature; Laws, which ' uniformly 
tend to the particular Preſervation of every 
diſtin& Species of Being, and to the general 
Good of the whole compacted Syſtem ? 


Natura. Plin. H. Nat. Lib. ii. c. 2. 
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— in the whole Oeconomy of Things, how 


To inſtance only in a few Particulars — 
The groſſeſt material Objects, though unin- 
telligent themſelves, are not without the Di- 


rection of Supreme Intelligence. It is amazing 


to think of it, but a certain Fact it is, that a 
Principle of Gravitation pervades all the Par- 


 ricles of Matter, and with myſterious Energy, 
works through the whole — This was the 


great Bond of Connexion: By this it was, 


that the Almighty Creator weighed the Moun- 
rains in Scales, and the Hills in a Ballance, 


that He ſtretched out the North over the empty 
Place, and hanged the Earth upon Nothing, 
Job. xxvi. 7. 

In the animal Kingdom, how are the Crea- 


tures of God multiplied, cloathed, adorned 
and fed? With what; various Art and Care 


a Cum rerum Natura nuſquàm magis, quàm in minimis tota fit 


are 


[ 131 


are They furniſhed with proper Arms for 
their Defence? The Powers of Senſation and 
Self. Motion, are in different Degrees, com- 
mon to them all ; but it is very obſervable, 
that their Inſtincts, Appetites and Affections, 
are peculiar to their kind, which always ope- 
rate with one uniform Direction, and are ſuit- 
able to their Natures, Wants and Capacities : 
The intellectual Syſtem, as it riſes higher in 
the Scale of Being, advances nearer to God — 
As reaſonable Beings, we are partakers of the 
divine Image, little lower in Dignity than the 
Angels themſelves ; Imagination, Memory, and 
all the Faculties of the Soul confute the Laws 
of Mechaniſm, as by no means adequate to 
their divine Original, which could be derived 
only from the Father of Spirits and of Lights, 
the Author of every good and perfect Gift. 
The ſublime Attainments of the rational 
Mind, are flamped with the Image of God, and 
could only come from Him, in whom are hia 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
Indeed the Ordinances of Nature may ſeem to 
vary in ſome Inſtances, but ſhe is always con- 
ſtant to her own Rule: Her Characters are in- 
delible, not emboſſed upon the Surface, but 
deeply inlaid in the very inmoſt Nature and 
Eſſence of —_— — Through every part, the 

| divine 


— * ——C— — 


| 
| 


— — oo ecu 


. 


Ce — — . 
7 4 „„ 2 8 
2 


Ee — — — p —— — — 


ren 


— = "2 > — W - 
— 9 L ” —_ 
— — x 
: "I — — 
9 — 


—— 
— 2 — 
b x 


a — — 
— — — 

v4 - — = — > 8 

— ©. ſ— — — 


— — e—_— — 


. 
= — 
— — —— — —— AAA —— 7 


8 . — — — ABD . „ ee 


[ 14 ] 


divine Power is transfuſed, mingled and i in- 


corporated with the whole Maſs. 

A Plan ſo vaſt and extenſive, and as dhe 
Plalmit expreſſes it, like; the great Mau- 
tains, fixed and invariable, who could form 
but the all-comprebending Mind of that Be- 
ing, whois great in Counſel and wonderful in 


_ working ? Or what Hand but his could pre- 


ſerve and ſupport this viſible Frame and Con- 
ſtitution of things, either in its general Con- 
ſtruction, or in its great Variety and Sub- 


ordination of Parts, in all its extenſive Diſtri- 


butions and multiform Appearances, all con- 
ſpiring with Unity of Deſign to univerſal Or- 
der, Harmony and Proportion? This is a 
glorious Field of Contemplation open to every 
ones View, but the buſy Hands of wicked 
Men endeavour to plant Thorns and Briars 
even in the plaineſt Paths of Nature: They 
tell us, that the Ways of God are un/earch- 
able, and that all our Reaſonings about Pro- 
vidence are dark and intricate, above the Reach 
of human Underſtanding. 

But though we cannot comprehend all the 
ſecret Counſels of Heaven, though we can- 


a Spiritus intus alit, totoſque infuſa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, et magno ſe corpore miſcet. 
Virg. Enid. Lib. vi. v. 724. 
not 


L 152 
not fee the intermediate Tier of Connexion 
between the Cauſe and the Effects, nor unfold 
the manner, in which the grand and compre- 


benſive Scheme is carried on, whether by the 


fole Energy of the divine Power, like the Soul 
of the World, as ſome ſpeak, or whether ſub- 
ordinate Minifters appointed by God, may 
bear a Part in the Adminiſtration of Things, 
yet the Monuments of his Glory and Goodneſs 
ſhine conſpicuouſly in every Syſtem of the 
Univerſe; They are written in the ftrongeſt 
Characters in the 1whole Volume of the Book of 


| * Nature, and he that runs, may read them ; 


We fee, fays a Diſciple of Plato, a Chain or 
Order of Government reaching from Heaven 
down to the Earth." 
But the Unbeliever rather than afcribe Ho- 
nour to the divine Being, ſolves all Difficul- 
ties at random, and aſcribes the whole Courſe 
of Nature to /econd Cauſes. 

But what are ſecond Cauſes more than uſeful 
Props to this great Machine ? They are only 


a Aledexv eas x} l 8p 3.75 Re,, Oh TH Ni ug. 
Max. Tyr. Diſſ. prima apud Hinem. How ſurpriziug is it, that 
this ſame Writer, Diff, 30. ſhould deny the Utility of putting 
up Prayers to the Deity? It is a ſtrong Proof that the moſt en- 


lightened Heathens had but weak and imperfect Notions * ra- 
tional and ſpiritual Devotion. 


the 


[26] 
the inferior Inftruments of Providence, acting 


by the Operation, or at leaſt, free Permiſſion. 
of the Fig Cauſe . This may be a aptly illuſ- 


trated, though in a lower Degree, by the 


Spring and Wheels of a Watch, which ate the 
inſirumenta! Cauſes of Motion; but it was the 
Hand of the-Artificer that placed them toge- 
ther, and by a juſt Arrangement of the ſeve- 
ral Parts, cauſed every Movement to work 
with Uniformity, and with proper Force and 


Direction. Whether we ſuppoſe the Govern- 


ment of the World to be carried on by the im- 
mediate Agency of the ſupreme Being, or by 


what ſome call a ſubordinate®* Plaſftick Power, 


it is ſtill God, who is the firſt y”=< Mover of 


a Hocdico, fulmina non mitti a Jove, ſed fic omnia diſpoſita, 
ut ea etiam, quæ ab illo non fiunt, tamen fine Ratione non fiant, 
quz illias eft, Vis eorum, illius Permiſjo eſt — Nam etfi Jupiter 
illa nunc non facit, fecit ut fierent. Sen. Nat. Quæ. Lib. ii. p. 
716. It may not be improper to add that noble Declaration of 
Marluis Torguatus, who ſinding Anius, after an inſolent Speech 
of his, lying dead at the Foot of the Steps of the Temple dedi- 
cated to Jupiter Capitolinus, cried out, Bene habet, Dii pium 
movete Bellum, Eſt cæleſte Numen, Es, magne Jupiter; haud 
fruſtrà Te Patrem Defim Hominumgue, hic ſede ſacravimus. Liv. 
Lib. viii. c. 6. b Dr. Cudworth's Notion of the Plaftick Na- 
tures, and that of Dr. Grew in his Co/me/egia Sacra, which he 
calls a vital Principle, was the Occaſion of much Altercation be- 
tween Le Clerc and Mr, Bayle. See Dr. Buch's Life of Cud- 
worth, 

all 
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all Things, the viral Principle; which ani: 


mares the whole — Thofe Things,” ſays Plato, 
which are ſaid to be done by 2 are in- 
deed done by divine Art?. 


Uanbelievers are ſtill Barebing new Objec- | 


tions, Whick like lirele Dnſefts; are of a fruit 
ful Growth, and of à quick Production, but 
of a ſhort Duration indeed. As though all 
was right, if They could but throw God out 
of the World, they endeavour to contract the 
vaſt Immenſity of his Being within narrow 
and finite Bounds, to take the Rejns of Go- 
vernment out of his Hands, and to make him 
a mere idle unactive Spectator of this lower 
Scene of Things.“ They repreſent Him as ſo 
involved in pompous Eaſe, or indelent Dignity, 
as if an Inſpection into earthly Affairs would 
diſturb his Happineſs and Self- Enjoyment — 
But what can be difficult to Almighty Power ? 
— in — o che Prophet, 0 1 Spirit 
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b Omnis enim per: le Divim natura neceſſe eſt | 
Immortali Evo ſumm cum Pace fruatur, 
Semota a noſtris Rebus, ſejunctaque longe, 
Nam privata Dolore omni, privata Periclis, 
Ipſe ſuis pollens Opibus, nihil indiga Noſtri, 
Nec bene Promeritis capitur, nec tangitur Ira. 

| Lueret. Lib. 1. 
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of tbe Lord fraitened? Are une bis Doings ? 
All Nations are before Him as nothing; but as 
the Drop of the Bucket, e pe- 
the Ballance: If. xl, 15. Y 

Neither can his Government ofthe World 
in any reſpect weaken or break in upon the 
Plenitude of his Glory — So far from it — 
It is his ſupreme Felicity to do good; It is the 
very Strength and Eſſence of his Goodneſs, 
with an unſparing Hand to — 
pineſs to his Creatures. | 

Neither can We — this 1 and 
paternal Care as beneath the Majeſty of the 
moſt high God — It no more ſullies the Luſ- 
tre of his divine Perfections to look down upon 
us with the Light of his Countenance, than it 
darkens the W of the Sun to ſhine up- 
on the Earth. 

Some Uabalicrers indeed ſeem. willing to 
«Guſt the Matter by a fort of Compromiſe, to 
allow an univerſal Plan of Providence over 
Nations and large Communities of Men, but, 
(as though it was too much for God) they 


will not believe his immediate Interpoſal in 


the private Concerns of individual Perſons.* 


| a Deorum Providentia Mundus adminiſtratur, iidemque conſu- 

lunt rebus humanis, neque ſolum univerſis, verùm etiam ſingu- 

lis. Cic. de Divin. Lib. 1. : 
C 2 | But 
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But Who has #nown the Mind of the Lord? 
or, Who bas been his Counſellor ? Rom. xi. 34. 
Does it become Man to preſcribe Laws to the 
divine Legiſlator, or to ſet bounds to his Do- 
minion? If Men were governed colle&ively, 
and not individually, how could the great 
Ends of Government be anſwered? This 
would relax the Authority of the divine Be- 
ing, contract its Influence, weaken the Ties 
of Obedience, and enervate the Force and 


Spirit of his Laws — The Sceptre of bis king- 


dom could not be a right Sceptre, but rather, a 
mock Furiſdiion, without a perſonal Regard 
to his Subjects —The very idea of Moral Go- 
vernment ſuppoſes a continual Inſpection into 
the Moral Conduct of the governed: If the 
omniſcient Eye of God did not penetrate into 
the Thoughts and Actions of Men, they could 
not be Moral Agents accountable to him, their 
Prayers and Praiſes and every act of Devotion 
would be but vain Ob/ations, and we could 
be arraigned at no Tribunal but that of Man. 
This undoubtedly is what the Unbeliever 
aims at, and therefore he retorts upon us 
again, and tells us, that though we have viſi- 
ble Traces of a divine Energy working through 
the whole corporeal Syſtem, yet the Moral 
Warld has none of theſe divine CharaRers im- 
_ preſſed 


* ee 
preſſed upon it ihat it is a Splerg df Dark 
veſs, Piſarder, and Con ſaſion, Where M It 


adam is ſo far fr ding: that there. is 
much Evil and Imperfectien on every fide of 
us, and that the Diſtribution of things is ſo 
unequal and irregulat, that we daily ſee: Vir 
zue oppreſſed, and Vic triumphant over its 
Ruins This is a heavy Charge againſt the 
eſtapliſhed Conſtitution of Nature: How there- 
fore ſhall we ſolve this Difficulty and vindicate 
the Hays of God? It is not a Mat fo hard to 
be untied, as the Unbeliever would have it. 
Cam it be thought, chat the ſame gracious 
God, who rules over the whole material 
World, ſhould oyerlook the moral Syſtem with 
Indifference, and pay no regard to its ſacred 
Appointments, whether good or evil? Na- 
ture would be very deficient indeed, if a Pro- 
fuſion of Wiſdom and Skill was ſpread over 
the Face of the Earth, even its meaneſt and 
minuteſt Parts, but no Foosſteps of the ſame 
Beneficence appeared in the moſt worthy and 
weighty Concerns of intelligent Beings; What 
a dark Chaſm would this. be in the ſublime Re- 
gion of Providence, where its Glory might 
be expected to ſhine in its greateſt Splendor? 
But the Conſtitution of things is not ſo full 
of Blemiſbet and Impetfectians, as ſome repre- 
ſent 
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in us, even prior to the Operations of Reaſons 


[2] 
ſent it The moral Oeconomy is the — 
Object of the divine Care and Cognizande — 
Human Nature in its whole Texture is neither 
entirely perfect, nor conſtitutionally wretched. 
+ There is as much Dignity to adorn as Cor- 
ruption to deface it. What kind inftinfive 
Impreſſions do we feel within us, which with 
the /of#e/t-Delicacy pre-engage the Affections 
and gently guide them, as with the Cords of 
Love, to the practice of Virtue? How do thoſe 
| s Sentiments, Compaſſion, Gratitude, 
Natural Affection and: Benevalence, ſpring up 


as the genuine Seeds of Nature? They are as 
pleaſing to the Moral Senſe, as Harmony to the 
Ear, or Beauty and Proportion to the Eye 
With what ſovereign Authority does Con- 
feiente preſide over all, as a ſupreme Fudge, 
with an be Power over our 
Conduct? | 

There are indeed, ſane kabel Principles, 
which ſeem to act with a contrary Byaſs ; the 
Appetites and .Paſſions often rebel againſt Rea- 
ſon, but they are implanted in us for many 
wiſe and excellent Ends, and if kept under 
due Regulations, may be rendered ſubſervient 
to rational, as well as ſenſual Enjoyments — 
Even Self-Love, though its main Object is 
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[22] 
private Lili, is a Principle, that may by an 
eaſy Direction be made -conducive to publict 
God. But if the Inſidel can find no Fault with 
the internal Frame of our Conſtitution, he 
Evils of Life, as a great Flaw in the divine 
Adminiſtrations; as though God, like the 
Heathen Deities, had forgotten to be gracious, 
and was entirely regardleſs of the Miſeries of 
his Creatures. But upon a due efimate of 
Things, it will be found, that the natural 
Evils of Life are commonly the Fruit of our 
own Domgs, or they often ariſe from our con- 
nexions in Society, or from other incidental 
Cauſes, and that in many Inſtances they are 
really uſeful and neceſſary, to try, _— 
and perfect Virtue. -- 

For want of theſe Reflections, ſome have 


1 acid two independent Principles, the one, 


the Author of Good, the other, the Author 
of Evil: --- But what ean be a greater Indig- 
nity to the ſole Monarch of the World, than 
to divide his. Empire? What can be more ſub- 
verſive of the Nature and End of Government 
than the Suppoſition of two overruling Powers, 
equal in Force, but oppoſite in Deſign? Or 
what could be the reſult of ſuch jarring In- 
tereſts, but Anarchy and Confufion? A King- 
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dum divided. againſ8 itſelf cannot fland: Mat: 


the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, and of 


Las.) 


xii. 25. The Unbelieuer always big with 
gloomy Apprehenſions ſtill aggravates his 
Charge, and urges Moral Evil with all its 
train of Conſequences as the higheſt . 
in the Scheme of Providence. | 

But we may as well aſk, why we were not 
placed in the Condition of Angels, as why we 
were made liable to Snares and Temptations, 
to Vice and Infirmity ? Great indeed is the 
Depravity of Nature, but, however weak and 
corrupt, we are not of Neceſſity ſlaves to Sin; 
nor doomed to a final Reprobation by an ab- 
ſolute and irrevocable Decree. As we are free 


Agents, the guilt of Sin muſt lie at our own 


Doors; it is in no reſpe& chargeable upon the 
great Author of our Being, but upon our- 
ſelves---God has made Man upright, but they 
have ſought out many Inventions: Eccl. vii. 29. 
If any are not ſatisfied with theſe ſhort Solu- 
tions, let them conſider the World in a com- 


parative View; How much is Good prevalent 
over Exil? How much does Happineſs over- 
ballance the Miſeries of Life? The bright Side 
of our Conſtitution will ſoon ſcatter the dark 
Shades of it, will diſpel all Doubts and Fears, 
and ſet before us innumerable Monuments of 


the 


(34) 
the ſuperior Excellencies of our Nature above 
* other ſublunary Creature. 

Let us farther take into the Acobunt. wr 
if there be an unequal. Diſtribution of the 
Things of this World, if there be one Event 
to the Righteous and to the Wicked, to bim that 
 Fwearerh, and to him that feareth an Oath, 
We are hence aſſured that This is only a State 
of trial and diſcipline, preparatory to another, 
which is eternal and unchangeable, A State 
when all inequalities will be rectified and ad- 
Juſted i in Weight and Meaſure. The Drama 
is not finiſhed; when the Plot is unravelled, 
when the laſt Scene comes on, and all the va- 
rious incidens are explained, the whole Piece 
will appear in its full Beauty and Perfection 
Judgment will break forth at tb "Light, and 
n as tbe Noon Day. 

Thus we ſee, that a God, a Providence, By 

a Future State, are Truths connected and 
linked together in the Chain of Nature. 5 
But here the Unbeliever is more than ever 
alarmed; A State of Retribution in another 
World is to him a moſt diſagreeable Scene, 
and therefore the dark a of Oh 
muſt be drawn before it. 
But if moral Confiderations wil bave/4 no 
weight upon his Mind, let the Cauſe reſt up- 
on 
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on the Evidence of natural Principles; He is 


indeed à profeſſed Materialiſt, but all the 


Operations of the Mind confute him, not 
only the moſt ſublime, but even the moſt im- 
perfect Faculties, the lower Appetites, Senſa- 
tions and Paſſions, which could no more be 
the Production of any compounded Syſtem of 
Matter, than Ligbt could ſpring from Dark- 


. neſt, or Liberty from blind Neceſſity. * 


Every Atom might as well be called a Hin- 
ing Being, as any Compoſition of material 
Particles whatſoever, or rather with much 
greater Propriety—For the ſubject of Thought 
and Reflection muſt, be one ſimple uncom- 
pounded- Eſſence, diſtinct from and- ſuperior 


Y to all the Properties of Matter; and of ſuch 


a-Subſtance, though inviſible, we may have as 
clear Conceptions, as of any bodily Subſtance 


whatſoever — We cannot but be ſenſible that 


we have this thinking immaterial Principle 
within us, which we call the Soul, not like 
the Body, liable to Diſſolution, but indif- 
cerptible in its Nature, and free from all the 


a Lord Bolingbroke, in order to ſolve the Phænomena of think- 


ing, talks of an intellectual Spring — But how is this Spring to 
be modified and tempered ? With what Degrees of Force and 


* Elaſticity? This new invented /pirizua/ Machine is a Contradic- 


tion in Terms — It may anſwer the Ends of Ridicule but not of 
ſaber Reaſoning, 5 
D Seeds 
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Seeds of Corruption, and when diſſodged of 
its earthly Tabernacle, how reaſonable is it to 
conclude, that it will ſubſiſt ſeparately, and 
be rather renewed than cramped i in its wes 
dom, Vigour and Activity? 

But beſides the Immorzality of the Soul, we 
may add many other collateral Proofs or 
Pledges of a future State: The Dignity of 
human Nature cannot ſtand without it; Our 
eager thirſt after Knowledge, our earneſt Long- 
ings for Immortality, the Powers of Conſci- 
\ ence, the Hopes of the Righteous and the 
Fears of the wicked, do all by a kind of Au- 
ricipation look forwards to a Life to come - 
And what is this Expectation beyond the 
Grave, but the Voice of Nature? It is con- 
firmed by the Sentiments of Heathens as well 
as Chriſtians, by the concurrent Teſtimony of 
all Ages ang all Nations“. 


a Quid multa? Sic mihi perſuafi, fic ſentio, cum tanta Ce- 
leritas Animorum fit, tanta memoria præteritorum futurorumque 
Providentia, tot Artes, tantæ ſcientiæ, tot inventa non poſſe eam 
Naturam, quæ res eas contineat, eſſe mortalem. Cie de Seneca 
Cap. ii. b Ut Deos eſſe opinemur, qualeſque ſint, ratione 
cognoſciamus, ſic permunere Animos arbitramur conſenſu Na- 


tionum omnium. Cic. Tuſc. Lib. i. c. 16. 
Et apud Senecam, Ep. 117. — Cum de animarum Zternitate 


. diſſerimus, non leve momentum apud nos habet conſenſus Ho- 
minum aut timentium Inferos aut colentium, :. 
When 
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When Arguments are drawn out at large 
and in their full Strength, they certainly ap- 
pear with greater Advantage, but ſuch are 
the glaring Abſurdities of Unbelie vers, that 
they are eaſily confronted and in few Words; 
a little Reflection will wipe off the Stain of 
their Objections, and put their Ignorance to 
Silence: As far as we have advanced, let us 
now conſider the horrid Conſequences of In- 
Infidelity. 

The Atheiſt ſets out upon the pooreſt Prin- 
ciples, He muſt offer a Violence to his own 
Reaſon, and rebel againſt the frequent Re- 
monſtrances of his own Heart — rather than 
believe a God, He wanders about, Me a Child 
of Chance, in a Labyrinth of his own devi- 
ſing, and the farther He goes, the more He is 
loſt and bewildered, 

He glories indeed in being free from all the 
Reſtraints of Religion, but He fetters his own 
Underſtanding, and only entrenches himſelf in 
4 Spider's Web: He may boaſt perhaps of Ho- 
nour, Virtue and Benevolence; But what is 
that Honour, which cometh not from God? Or 
what is that Virtue, which ſprings from no 
Root, no ſolid Principle of Duty ? Or what 
is that Benevolence, which neither looks at 

home 
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[28] 

Same nor abroad, neither regards Hie own true 
Intereſt, nor that of his Fellow=Oreatures ? 
While He ſtrives to get rid of his Fears, He 


loſes every Glimpſi of Hope, and every rati · 


onal Species of Comfort; Neither is his Con- 
dition much bettered; if He does allow the Ex- 
iſtence, but not the Providente of God. 

Without this, Man would be but a FIR 
and deſtitute Creature; He would want his 
beſt and ſtrongeſt Szaff to guide and ſupport 
him through the Journey of this Life : It was 
a noble ſaying of the Emperor Marcus, and 
more than once repeated by him, that He 
ond not enture to live one Day in the World, 
if He uid not believe it i er the Govern- 
ment of Providence. 

Without the conſcious Senſe of the over- 
ruling Power of God, we could not be happy 


even in the midſt of Greatneſs and Proſperity ; 
and in the dark Hour of Adver/iry, where could 


we fly for relief and ſuccour? If we fought 


the favourite Remedy of the Atbeiſt, and de- 
nied a future State, this would be but a poor 


Lenitrve to a Mind full of Heavineſs and Sor- 
row. The yery proſpe&t of Annihilation is 


a 4 N & m i aa, 1 f pin auois Tay ar Pwrewy, A Mgi Cay 
c ngouw xive Yor, » Ilzoreias xixa — Mar, Antonin. Lib ii. Sec. 
11, et rurſus, Lib. vi, Sec, x. 


gloomy 
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1 

globmy and diſmal, the Sou! ſtartles and res 
coils at the very Apprebhenſton of it—' +, 
Without à truſt and Cunfidence in God; 
and a reaſonable Expectation: of a Lie to 
come, how hard wouid be the Lot even of 
the beſt and greateſt of Men? qaiſed with diſ- 
tinguiſhed Excellence above this viſible Crea- 
tion, but after n few Veart, dropping into no- 
thingy only upon a common Level with the 
Bear that periſi ; ever thirſting after Know- 
ledge and ſpiritual Improvement, but fink 
ing into che Bed of Ignorance and Darkneſs ; 
panting for Reward, but defeated in the 
Prize; rutming the Rate of Honour and Vir- 
tue through a thouſand Dangers and Diffi- 
culties, but never reaching the long-wiſhed 
for Goal of Reſt and Happineſs: What a 
miſerable Exit would this be, unworthy of 
God, unworthy of Ourſelves, only to dye, 
and dye only to be forgotten 

wes are told indeed of one, who was: hardy 
enough to become a' Martyr for Atheiſm — 
Vanini is produced as an Inſtance of this deſ- 
perate kind — but how abfurd for any Man to 
be the Patron of ſuch a hopeleſs Cauſe, and 


a Præclarum antem neſcio quid adepti ſunt, qui didicerunt ſe, 
cum tempus Mortis veniſſet, totos eſſe perituros z Quod, ut fit, 
quid habet iſta Res Iætabile aut glorioſum ? Cic. 

to 
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to quit his All in defence of it? If his Opi- 


nions be right, what Advantage does He 


gain above the loweſt Reptile upon Earth? 
But if they are wrong, how dreadful is the 


Conſequence ? He is undone for ever 


Let common Experience tell us, with what 
Mifgrouings of Heart Men of Atheiſtical Prin- 
ciples generally fall from the Precipice of Life. 
— If not by their own Hands, (which has 
often been the Caſe) they go off the Stage in 
ſullen Grief, for want of Faith; not able to 
believe, and for want of Grace, not able to 
repent; or if repenting, it is rather the Effect 
of dark Deſpair, than a rational — 
ed hope of Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 

But now let us turn the Perſpektive, and 90 
on as I propoſed in the 2d. Place to view in an 
oppoſite Light, the many ſuperior Advantages 
ariſing from a true Chriſtian Faith: 

By Chriſtian Faith I mean a rational and 
well-grounded aſſent to the Truths of the 
Goſpel. - The Foundation is firm and good, 
and the whole Superftructure riſes in juſt Pro- 
portion and with * Greatneſs. 


a — It being with Them, as Cicero ſays, it was with Ex: 
errus. Quo nemo magis ea, quæ timenda eſſe negabat, timebat, 
Mortem dico et Deos. — Cic. 
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[3] 
To the Honour of the Goſpel it may be 
ſaid, that it is a Syſtem of Religion perfectly 
pure and undefiled in all its Parts, worthy of its 


divine Author from whom it came, and truly 


adapted to the Frame and Conſtitution of 


Man, to whom it was given. — Its original 


Plan was not of Yeſterday; It did not ſtart 
ſuddenly into Form and Order, but was deep- 
ly layed in the Coumſelt of God; It commen- 
ced in the Eye of Providence from the Foun- 
dation of the World, was gradually unfolded, 
and confirmed through a long Succeſſion of 


* Ages by new Revelations from Heaven; all 
of which harmoniouſſy conſpired as to one 


great Point, to the —— of the 
Goſpel by Chrift Jeſus — 

With what exact Preciſion, and with what 
regular Uniformity, were the great Lines of 
this Diſpenſation marked out by a long Series 
of Prophecy ? It was a Progreſſive Scheme car- 
ried on with one uninterrupted De/ign, and 
with ſuch a wonderful Train of Events, as 
none but the divine Wiſdom and Power could 
poſſibly ordain. 

In its firſt opening, the Goſpel was uſhered 
in with many peculiar Circumſtances, which 
were ſtriking Evidences of its Truth, and very 

diſ- 
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ing . Preludes of its future Glory: 
The — Expetiation. of both Jews, and 
Gentiles at this critical Juncture, the Pregche 
g of John the Baptsf,: the Proclamation of 
"Anpels, and afterwards according ta the Pre- 
didtions of Chriſt himſelf, the 4ppearance: of 
Falſe Obriſit, the Rumours of Wars, Peſtilen- 
cet; Earthquakes, Famines, and more eſpeci- 
ally, the Defruftiongot Jeruſalem; — Theſe 
all proclaimed the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
the nw Creation. The natural a8 well as the 
moral World gave Teſtimony to it  - 
The Life of the bleſſed Jeſus was the fair- 
eft Tranſcript of what he taught, a moſt per- 
fect Pattern of all Holineſs and Virtus: The 
Signs and Wonders which he wrought, were 
the moſt illuſtrious Diſplays of hid divine Au- 
thority, ſuch as no Man could do, except God 
was with him ; They were not Nuri: of Dark- 
neſt done in 2 Corner, before a little Circle of 
Friends, but in Places of publick Concourſe, 
and in the open View of his greateſt Ene- 
mies, both Jews and Gentiles. 1 
Neither did his immediate Followers diſ- 
cover the leaſt Symptoms of Impoſture or En- 
thuſiaſm—The Apoſtles were Men of no Edu- 
cation, of the greateſt fimplicity of Manners, 
* Eye- | 
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Eye Witneſſes of the facts they related, and 
uninflaenced by worldly Motives, either Plea- 
ſure, Profit or f Hons In defiance of all 
the Horrors of Perſecution, , they. triumphed 
over all the united Powers of Darkneſs, and 
with an amtzing Progreſs went on conquering 
and to conquer, and at laſt, They ſealed the 
Pruth of their Doctrines with their own 
Blood ; From this Seed, the Word of God 
ſprung up and proſpered ; It too Roof down- 
wurd, and. brought forth Fruit upwards, ſpee- 
dily and abundantly— 

® Theſe are only a Part of thoſe divine Cha- 
2 rafters, which. are ſtamped upon the Goſpel ; 
there are many other, and indeed irreſiſtible 
Proofs of its coming from God, which will 
appear, if we conſider thoſe fundamental 
Points of Religion, a God, a Providence, and 
a future Stafe — — 

With regard to God, the Scriptures exhibit 
to us the moſt rational and ſublime Senti- 
ments — 

Our Underſtandings are not given up as 
Prey to the wild Reveries of Atheiſin, to Fund 
Fate or Neceſſity, but agreeably to the Doc- 
trines of Reaſon and true Philoſophy, they are 
directed to one ſupreme independent Cauſe, the 
great Author of Nature, who in the Begin- 

E ning 
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ning commanded. Light out- of Darkneſs, Order 
out of Confuſion, and by his creating derer, 
called the World into Being —- 

He is deſcribed as the Centre and 2 of 
all Grealngſt and Goodneſs ; In Wi dem as infi- 


nite, unerring and all perfect; In. Holineſs, as as 
of purer Eyes than to bebold Iniquity, in whoſe 


Sight the Heavens are. not clean: ad the vey 


Angels are charged with F olly : 

In Goodneſs, as ſhining with y 4 milded 
Rays of Benignity and Love: In Juſtice, no 
Reſpecter of Perſons, holding forth: the ever- 
laſting Scales of Righteoufneſs and Truth : 


In Mercy, rejoycing againſt Judgment, and 


ever ready to turn the Ballance in fayour of 
the humble Penitent: 

In Power, able to do all Things, t to — 
the Heavens over our Heads, Braſi, and the 
Earth under our Feet, Iron. Deut. 28.23.— 

In all his ſeveral Attributes, eternally and 
immutably the ſame, without Variablengf or 
Shadow of Turning : 

When any of the Perfections of the Su- 
preme Being, his Omniſcience or Omnipreſence 
are the Subject, with what Sublimity does the 
ſacred Diction riſe above itſelf? With what 
Variety and Copiouſneſs of Expreſſion, with 
what Dignity and Grandeur of Thought, with 

what 


* 
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what noble Images, Figures and Allufons do 
the inſpired Writers frain their utmoſt Powers 
both of Nature and Grace to find out the Al- 
1 857 to Perfection? To Perfection! indeed 
it is impoſſible ; It is as high as Heaven, what 
can we know ? deeper than Hell, what can we 
4 n | 
But it muſt be 3 that the fineſt De- 
ſcriptions of the Deity are to be fetched from 
the Scriptures, as much tranſcending all other 
Writers in Beauty and Loftineſs of Style, as 
in Truth and Purity of ' Sentiment — The 
Well indeed is deep, but from this Fountain 


of divine Knowledge, we draw the beſt and 


pureſt Streams. — 

From hence we learn not only to know God 
and Jeſur Chrift, whom He has ſent, but to 
glorify him as God, to love, reverence and 
obey Him —This Knowledge i is not like that 
of the Unbeliever ; It is fo far from puffing 
up, that it truly edifyerh; It is Life eternal, 
and wil make us wiſe unto Salvation : 

And as the Scriptures give us the moſt 
noble and exalted Ideas of the divine Nature, 


a Sed ex rei Difficultate æſtimamus ejus Magnitudinem, dum- 
que Animus laborat id complecti, quod ejus Anguſtiæ non ca- 
piunt, is ipſe Labor atque irriti Conatus incredibilem quandam 
Granditatem exprimunt. Low#h, Præl. 16. p. 195. 
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ſo they enlarge our Views of his Py 


and direct us to look, up A Aga Gy 


preme Ruler of the Univerſe, in whom, Wo 
live, move, and have our Being. 

In what an amiable Light is this fovercign 
and ſuperintending Power of God deſcribed ? 


not as guided by a capricious Humour, or the 


rigorous ſeverity of a proud imperial Monarch, 
but as continually watching over us for our 
good, as governed by the wiſeſt Counſels, and 
influenced by all the kindeſt Endearments of 
Love and Affection. 


Neither is his Goodneſs n by 
the narrow Bounds of Space, like Henah, 
Tvah, or Sepharvaim, or like the Gods-of the 
Hills and not of the Vallies, but widely dif- 
fuſed over all his Works — His Care extends 
not only to collective Bodies of Men, but 
even to the loweſt and minuteſt Beings in. the 
Univerſe: We are bid to conſider the Lilies of 
the Field, and the Fowls of tbe Air, and by 
theſe tender and affecting Images are put in 
Mind, how much man is the peculiar Object 
of his Regard and Cognizance : — We are 
told that not a Sparrow falls to the Ground 
without our heavenly Father, how much 
greater Reaſon then have We to recognize 
his Goodneſs, which is poured out upon us 


with | 
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withſuch unbounded Love and Affection, that 
. * 
bed? 

This Aiſtinguiſhed c & Heaven for 
Man i is not the Offspring of vain Imagination, 
neither is it, as a late Writer inſinuates, the 
Efect of human Pride," owing to high No- 
tions of human Importance, but it is the 
Gift of God, the eſtabliſhed Order and Pre- 
rugative of our Nature; and the higher this 
Preeminence in the divine Eſtimation is, the 
the more it inſpires Humility and Gratitude 


do the great Author of our Being, of whom, 
and rhrough whom, and to whom are all 


thmgs : 

Let any one look into the Paſſages a above 
alluded to in the Goſpel. Mat. 6.28. What 
inimitable Scenery is there preſented to us, 


drawn by the divine Penal from the Works 
of Nature ? 


What a raviſhing Proſpe& muſt this be to 
the true Believer, who knows, that it is God, 
who filleth all in all, who pervades, actuates 
and ſuſtains the univerſal Syſtem from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, but eſpecially the ratio- 
nal and intelligent World, the Subjects of his 
Moral Kingdom, who are governed, not by 


a Lord Bolingbroke, V. 5. p. 418. 
compul- 
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eompulſive means deſtructive of human'Free2 
dom, but by ſuch ſuaſive and moral Influence, 
as is conſiſtent with the Perfectiont of God, 
the Laws of A and the Nature of 


Man 
Concerning the external Evils of Life, the 


Chriſtian. Doctrines are very intereſting and 
important; They do not affect a Szorcal. Inſen- 


ſibility, an utter Exemption from all the Fee- 


lings of Grief and Sorrow; but they ſoften 
the Rigour of the Pain, by teaching us, how 
to bear it — The Goſpel-Precepts do not re- 
bel againſt Nature, but inſtead of extirpating, 
they compoſe the Paſſions, preſerve the Peace 
and Harmony of the Mind, and by ſhewing 
us the true End of . Affliction, they extract 
Good out of Evil, and turn the chafening Rod 


into a Hleſſing.“ — 


2 It is very obſervable, that the brighteſt Wicked among 5 
Heathens were apt to fail them in the Hour of Diſtreſs — Bru- 
tas was a warm Advocate for Liberty; He was fired with a Kind 
of Enthuſiaſm for the Love of his Country, but He could not 
ſuſtain his Spirits in the Time of Adverſity — His Maguanimity 
was then loſt in a Fit of Deſpondenee — Oh! Virtue, ſays He, 
I have worſhipped Thee, as 4 lala Good, but now I find, 
Thou art an empty Name : 

And Lipfius in his laſt critical Moments was not to be amuſed 
and flattered with the vain Principles of Stoici/m ; Theſe He in- 
geruoufly confeſſed to be weak inſufficient Supports, and point - 
ing to the Picbure of the Bleſſed Jeſus near his Bed, That, ſays 


He, is the true Foundation for Patience : 
ea Indeed 


[39 ] 

Indeed the darkeſt Gloom, which covers the 
| 46 of Nature, ariſes from moral Evil, but 
this can by no means be urged as a juſt Re- 
proach againſt the Appointments of Provi- 
dence. — Chriſtianity conſiders the human 
Conſtitution in its true and genuine Light, 
with all the [Adjun&#s of Humanity, with all 
the Frailties and Infirmities incident to it. — 
Though Corruption be deeply wrought in 
our Nature, yet We know, from whence it 
riſes, and what is the Remedy appointed for 
it. — By Faith and Repentance, through the 
Merits of Chriſt, we ſhall be made whole : 
The natural Man may droop and languiſh 
under that inſupportable Burden, the Body of 
Death; but the Goſpel bids us be ꝙ good 
Comfort, and lifts up our Hearts to God, who 
has given us the Victory through our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt. — | 

In this World perhaps the beſt of Men may 
be perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake ; It may. 


„ m m 3 . 


d 
EY be their hard undeſerved Lot to be oppreſſed, 
4 Indeed Celſus endeavours to depreciate the Character of Chriſt- 
7 Himſelf as not equal in Courage and Patience to Epiferus — I 

; ſhall refer the Reader to Origen's Anſwer, Origen contri Celſumy 
d p. 368. and ſhall only obſerve, that true Fortitude and Magna- 
* nimity were never ſo much diſplayed, nor ſo well ſupported, by 
.- any of the greateſt Heroes of Antiquity, as by the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
ys and his Followers in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 

while 
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while, the M icted flouriſh like u grew 
Tree — but the maſt unequal Diſpenſations © 
Providence will not flagger the Fairb of 4 
Chriſtian z He mill nat fret bimfolf becauſe: of 
the Ungodly, but will go, like David; into the 
Sanctuary of God, and-with-a pious and com- 
poſed Frame of Spirit, will conſider the irre · 
gular: Appearances af Things in this World, 
28 nd more than Inequalities upon the narural 
Surface.'of the Earth ; They: will-be found, 
vrhen properly viewed in the Glzſt of Provi- 
dence; to be only diſcordant Parte, which 
really tend to Harmony in the: whole, or at 
leaſt, if not .righthy ballanced- in the preſent 
Syftern, the impevfect Scenes. of this Life will 
be regulated by the righteous Governor of the 
Univerſe with the AriQeſt Jade and Equity 
in the Lie to com. 

And This is another Advantage derived 
from the Goſpel-Diſpenfation ; It has abolifoed 
Death and brought Life and Immortality to 
Light ;. which Words are not to be under- 
ſtood in an excluſive Senſe, as though before 
the Coming of Chriſt, there was a total Igno- 
rance of future Life and Immortality, but that 
this great and important Doctrine of Religion 
was much illuſtrated and enforced, that many 
Doubts and Difficulties were diſpelled, and 
N new 
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pew Proofsifuperadded to:thoſe of Nature by 
the Goſpel- Revelation. ET 
Indeed tlie Sentimenta Nature had an 
eaſy Bent rand Directiom towards the Belief 
of a future State; This Principle was wrought 
in the Heart of Man, and was ſupportetl by 
many probable Deductions of Reaſon}: but 
how often was it buried under a Load of Ab- 
ſurdities either obſcured by the Intritaries of 
Philoſophy, or bewildered by the inventive 
Notions and Fables of Poets 516 
Under the Chriſtian Scheme, how much 
are theſe Expoctations ſtrengthened and enli- 
vened ? how obvious are They evemto the 
Babe in Chriſt, even tò tlie youngeſt Proficient 
in the Schu of | Feſus ? The Promiſe, -which 
Chriſt bas: promiſed us, it Hernal Life; It reſts 
not upon mere Speculation, or the uncertain 
Nangr of Men's Fancies, but upon a firm 


Foundation, the Word of God himſelf: This 


is the Priae of our High. Calling; It is our 
Hope, dur Joy, our Crown of rejoyeing; It: is 
ſealed and confirmed to. Us by the Reſurrec- 
tian of Chriſt himſelf, and explained and en- 
forced by thoſe ſolemn Aſſurances, that out 
Souls ſhall be re- united to our Bodies, and 


that all. ſhall appear in the great Day of Ac- 
count. before our. Bleſſed Redeemer, our 


10 F Faithful 
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Faithful Higb-Prigt, who is ordained to by 

the Judge of quick and dj ỹ (210%) oil 

Wich what Dignity, and under what af- 

fecting Images of Love as well ac Terror, are 
theſe Oircumſtances repreſented: to Us ? and 

what-Influence ought They to have upon our 
Conduct ? This is a fruitful Source of Cum. 
fort to the true Chriſtian, but what a Dan 
nught it to ſtrike upon the vain Spirit of In- 

fidelity? The Principles hitherto conſidered 
and compared want only to be weighed in 
ſhe Bcale of impartial Reaſon; It does not 
requite the Depths of Philoſophy; or any ex- 
traordinary Reach or Inten/enefs of Thought, 
to determine on which Side the Advantage 
lies The firſt Reflection is ſufficient to con- 
vinee any reaſonable Perſon, that the true 
Beliæuer ſets! out upon the beſt and ſureſt 
Grounds, and that both in the Progreſs and 
End of his Journey, He chooſes: the only 
Path, that can lead Him fafely to Truth and 
Happineſa: But the Infidel tramples 
Reaſon and Religion under Foot, He ghries 
in lit Shame, in being an Outcaſt from Flea- 
ven, and without God in the WorldG..— 
And if We examine into other Branches 
of Infidelity and conſider them likewiſe in a 
. View with the true Faith of a 
| A Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, we ſhall find, that other Founder 
tion can no Mon lay, than that is laid, which 
is Jeſus Chrift -* 1 Cor. 35 11. 

But this will be the Subject of another 
Diſcourſe, I ſhall only at preſent. obſerve, 
that bad Principles are generally productive of 
bad Morals; When heretical Opinions have 
once ſtained and corrupted the Mind, Yirtue 
ſoon becomes an - uneaſy and unwellcome 
Gueſt ; but Vice finds an eaſy * Paſſage ; The 
Door is as it were opened for its Reception — 
And when Infidelity and Iniquity are jointly 
leagued together in the ſame Cauſe, what can 
check their unhappy Influence? or purge out 
ſuch a Leven of Malice and Wickeaneſs ? 
The Poiſon is of ſo infectiupus a Nature, that 
it will ſpread itſelf, and of fo malignant a 
Kind, that wherever it . its Effects 

are mortal. — 

of all unbelieving Principle the * dan- 
n gerous, the moſt injurious both to our tem- 
poral and eternal Intereſts are thoſe, that 
ſtrike at the Foundation of all natural and 
revealed Religion by denying a Gad, a Pro- 
vidence and a Future State. Theſe not 
only invert the Order of Nature, the origi- 


8 Qyantam Feneſtram ad Nequitiam pateſeceris. Ter. 
nal 
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nal Conſtitution of the: human Syſtem, but 
are ſubbetſive 'of the. Happineſs. and\'Well- 
Government of civil Society; F hey Iooſen the 
ſacred Bandit, by which oe is cemented to- 
gether,” and ſpread: Confuſion through all its 
Branches, through all the ſeveral \Relarions; 
Subordinations and Compartments of the whole 
Community. — In a Word, they take away 
the Force of all the Juagments of God, of all 
his! Precepts and Promiſes, and weaken the 
very Hinges, upon which all Government, both 
divine and human, muſt turn, the: Hopes of 
Reward,” and the Fears of. Puniſhment. - 
Let us therefore avoid that evi Heart of 
Unbelief, which draws after it ſuch a Train of 
Evils : Let us not make Sbipurecł of our 
Faith by being tofſed to and fro by every Wind 
of Doctrine, but let us hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Faith without wavering,- that Faith, 
wins! cu the wh: orla, W is the 


T4 


a Ie ane to me, 5 Sn that the 8 Seck, 
which made its Way into Rome towards the Cloſe of the. Re- 
publick, contributed much to corrupt the Hearts of the Romans ; 
The Greeks had been infatuated with it before Them, accord- 
ingly They were ſooner corrupt ; And He adds likewiſe, that 
Cyneas having diſcourſed on the Epicurean Syſtem at the Table of 
Pyrrbus, Fabricius wiſhed, that all the Enemies of Rome might 
hold the Principles of ſuch a dect: Grandeur, c. 10. 


Baſis 
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Bafis of all our Hopes, and without which i? 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God : Heb. 11, 6. 

Let us ſeek the Truth pure and uncorrupt, 
as it is in Jeſus, without Partiality, and with- 
out Hypocriſy: For the Foundation of God 
fandeth ſure, having this Seal the Lord 
knoweth them, that are His; and let every one 
that nameth the Name of Chriſt, depart from 
Iniquity : 2 Tim. 2, 19. 
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: 95 + Rom, XI. 20, 


W, ell! a of Unbelief They were 
brolen f, and Thou flandeft by Faith : 


1 7 


＋ is an old Remark · that chere is no 
13 Opinion ſo abſurd, which ſome minute 

Philoſophers have not maintained ; and in 
this Age of Free-Enquiry, it is too much ve- 
rified in the Examples of Unbelievers, who 
make loud Pretences to Reaſon and ſometimes 
to Religion, but advance Doctrines inconſiſ- 
tent with both ; — even where the Path of 
Knowledge is plain and eaſy, They often en- 
tangle it with Thorns and Briars, and throw 
Doubts and Difficulties in the Way, where 
common ſenſe, or even the inſtinctive Im- 
preſſions of the Mind might guide them, as 


a Nihil eſt tam abſurdum, quod non aliquis e Philoſophis 
aſſerat. Cic. 


In 
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in the Road of Nature, with Truth and Cers 
tainty. —— 

If they do not abſolutely deny thoſe eſſen 
tial Points of Religion, the E a 
God, a Providence, and a Future State, yet it 
is very obſervable, that they often ſpeak of 
theſe important Subjects with an affected Air 
of Indiſßerence, ot with ſore peculiar Diſtinc- 
ions, or under ſome forced Limitations,, which 


ally weaken and do Diſhonour to that N 
tem, which they would be] thought to ſup- 
rt. 
It would be eaſy to produce Inſtances of 


ſuch ſophiſtical Methods in Deiftical } W raters 
Wich regard to the Deiey 'y, how com aon a 
Thing is it, to find them by fome nice and 
intricate Subtleties, ſome metaphyfical 25 gen 
or other, debaſing his Efence, dimjniſhing 955 
Perfections, or putting them our of 
as wrapped up in entire' A out a Fe 
Reich of human Reafon.* = Perhaps i in 


2 I are the: Sophitical 1 8 Mr. Hume, who 


endeavours to weaken the Argument drawn from the Courſe f 
Nature in Favour of a God, 4 Providence anti u futüfe State, by 
falſely ſuggeſting, that the Connexion between ihe Couch) the 
Effeft can be known to us only by Experience, and therefore, as 


God is a ſingular Cauſe, and the Univerſe a ng gxlar Effett, we 
can fetch no Argument from Analogy by and 2 ſervation 9 


ing them. From which Quibble He would inſinuatę, chat We 
know nothing at all about then: See Hume's Philoſophical 


Oe. p97 general 
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general Terms, the Providence of God may be 
one Article of their. Creed, but when They 
come to explain it, how often is it that They 
ſtick at ſome Difficulty ? or their Reaſonings 
are ſo confuſed and perplexed, that it is hard 
to know, what They do, or do not believe : 
They are fond of raiſing ſome futile Objec- 
tions againſt the moral Government of God, 
if not the natural, or againſt the Mode, Ex- 
tent, or Influence of divine Interpoſals in this 
lower World. 

Or if they acknowledge a Future State, It 
is with ſome Reſerve, ſome artful Infinuation 
or other; either the Reſurrection, the Reunion 
of Soul and Body, the Day of Fudgment, or 
the Nature, Duration, or perhaps the Man- 
ner of Rewards and Puniſbments muſt be called 
in Queition, or ſome N. of Scepticyſm be caſt 
over them. 

We ſeldom find, that They keep up to 
their own pretended Theory In ſpite of 
their own ſpeculative, Syſtems, They are very 
fruitful in inventing ſome little Cavils or Ex- 
ceptions, as much to the Prejudice of natural 
as of revealed Religion, — a plain Indication, 
that They with thoſe. Truths to be falſe, 
which with all their I cannot 
diſprove.— 


G Theſe 
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Theſe Principles being conſidered, and tha 
falſe Methods by which Unbelievers endea - 
vour to ſupport them, I ſhall now proceed, as 
before propoſed, to enquire into other Brau- 
ches of Infidelity, with regard to moral Vir- 
tue, its Nature, Obligatian, Extent and * - 
este. 
And here We have ſo many Refinements, 
that it is hard to follow the Steps of ſuch va- 
gue. incoherent Schemes, by interchangeable 
Succeſſion one Abſurdity crouded upon an- 
other. — Some pretend, that Virtue and Vice 
are no permanent Realities, and that They are 
fo far From being the ſame in all Countries and 
in all Ages, that Tber entirely depend upon 
Indeed the Faſbion of different Countries 
may often vary — Among ſome People, even 
Polygamy and Incęſt have been ſtamped with 
the publick Sea of Approbation: But though 
local Cuſtoms and Prejudices may warp the 
Mind, and give a falſe Byaſs to Men's Prin- 
ciples as well as Actions, yet the Nature of 
Things is not ſo ductile and pliable as to be 
moulded into any Shape by mere Fancy or 
Opinion. — The Foundation of moral Virtue 
is deep and ſtrong, not lite 4 Reed, to be 


a Fable of the Bees, P · 372, to 379. 


ſhaken 
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alten with the Vina, or the vain I[maginations 
of Men, but the Bat, upon which it ſtands, 
is eternal and immutable as the Divine Mind 
itſelf. It is fo far from borrowing its Com- 
plection from national Errors, that it bears a 
uniform and unalterable Likeneſs to the moral 
Perfections of the Deity, the ſame, Yeſterday, 
to Day, and for ever : It is founded upon 
the Fitneſs and Relation of Things, is conge- 
nial-to the Laws of Reaſon, and fo well a- 
dapted to the inward Frame and Conſtitution 
of Man, that the whole Syftem of Humanity 
reſts upon it, as it's chief Felicity and Per- 
feftion. > —= We may as well therefore ſup- 
poſe no real Diftih&ion between the moſt 
wholeſome Food and the moſt malignant 
Poiſon, as confound the Ideas of Good and Evil 
by a vain Surmiſe, that there is no eſſential 
Difference between them: 


Nee fl regnants Tarquinio nulla erat Romæ ſcripta Lex de 
Stupris, idcirc@ non contri Mam.Legem ſempiternam Sex. Tar- 
quinius vim Lucretiz attulit ; Erat enim Ratio profecta a rerum 
Natura, & ad rectè faciendum impellens & a Delicto avocans, 
quz non tum denique incipit Lex eſſe, cum ſeripta eſt, ſed tum 
cum orta eſt, orta autem ſimul eſt cum Mente divins : Cie. de 


Leg. Lib. 2. 
b Eſt enim Natura fic mats Vis hominis, ut ad omnem 


Virtutem percipiendam facta videatur; ob eamque cauſam parvi 
Virtutum ſimulachris, quarum in ſe habet Semina, fine Doctrina 
moventur. Sunt enim prima Elementa naturæ, quibus auctis, 
Virtutis quaſi Carmen efficitur. Cic. de Fin. Lib. 5. : 

| A Prin- 
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A Principle  /e//-evident in itſelf needs no 
Definition to ſettle its Nature; and by what 
Criterion ſoever We judge of Virtue, whether 
by the moral Taſte, by the Relation of Things, 
by Truth, Utility, Se- Love or Benevolence, 
it correſponds with every Teſt, and is inva- 
riably good, juſt, becoming, beautiful. ' 

But how fluctuating are the Notions. of Un- 
believers ? and how repugnant to each other? 
Clouds without Water, as St. Jude expreſſes it, 
carried about of Wind : There is another 
Claſs of Moraliſts of near Affinity to the for- 
mer; They both of them place Virtue upon 
a ſandy Foundation, with this Difference only, 
that as the One make Faſhion and Vogue the 
only Meaſure between Right and Mrong, ſo 
the Others make the Will of the Magiſtrate 


the only true Standard of moral Refitude.*— 


The Abettors of this Scheme are aware, that 
Virtue will ſoon be forſaken, if left to ſhift 
for itſelf, naked and abandoned to its own 
Fortune, and therefore by calling in the Aid 
and Aſſiſtance of the civil Power, They ere& 


a Hobbes. Leviathan. c. 29. In another Piece, He alſo aſ- 
ſerts, Leges civiles eſſe regulas boni & mali, idedque quod Le- 
giſlator præceperit, id pro bono, quod voluerit, id pro malo 
habendum efſe — Et Seditioſum eſſe dicere Cognitionem boni 
et mali pertinere ad ſingulos. De Civ. c. 12.— 

a falſe 
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a falſe Battery round it, neither ſupported by 
Nature, nor. ſheltered under the Wings of di- 
vine Protection — a mere Political Plan loaded 
with the heavieſt Abſurdities It is imperfect, 
precarious, immoral and irreligious. 

Imperfeft, becauſe a great Part of moral 
Duties are out of the Reach of Man's Eye, 
and cannot come under any civil Juriſdiction 

whatſoever. — | 

* Precarious, becauſe it chin ges the natu- 
ral Syſtem, and according to the uncertain 
Directions of human Authority, makes Reli- 
gion Lau, and Law Religion — It is an in- 
moral Scheme, becauſe it undermines the very 
Foundation of Morality, and robs it of its 
native Excellence by making it only a mere 
Engine of civil Polity. —— -, 

And it is irreligious in the higheſt Degree, 
becauſe it ſets aſide all divine Obligation, and 
recommends a virtuous Conduct only for its 
publick Utility, or in Submiſſion to the Magi/- 
trate, not for Conſcience, nor the Lord's Sake. 


a Nec vers aut per Senatum aut per Populum Solvi hac Lege 
poſſumus; neque eſt quærendus explanator aut interpres ejus 
alius — Nec erit alia Lex Rome, alia Athenis, alia nunc, alia 
poſthic ; ſed omnes Gentes et omni tempore una Lex et ſempi- 
terna et immutabilis continebit ; unuſque erit communis quaſi 
magiſter et imperator omnium Deus. Cic. de Rep, lib. 3. apud 
Lactan. Inf. Div. Lib. 6, c. 8. 

There 
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There is another Set of Dejfs, ho appear 
in a more pleaſing and reſpectable Form, but 
without the real Power of Godlineſt ; They 
paint Virtue indeed in the brighteſt Colours, 
and with all the attracting Charms, which 
the warmeſt Imaginations can give it; The 
Plan is amiable in many Reſpects, but how 
often is it darkened by artificial Shades, and 
its natural Features —— yy unnatural 


Refinements ? 


It is very obſervable, that theſe Preteriders 
to a moral Delicacy of Taſte are too apt to 
overlook the divine Virtues, which ought to be 
the leading and governing Principles of Duty; 
If they do not totally expunge, they are very 
langaid in expreſſing the pious Affections and 
Diſpoſitions of the Mind towards the Deity ; 
Their Scheme of Morality ends, where it ought 


to begin; As though God was laſt in Dignity 


and Worth, more Attention is paid to our 
ſocial Connections, than to our nl Re- 
lations to the Deity. —— 

On theſe two Commandments, the Love of 
God and our Neighbour, hang all the Law and 
the Prophets, not on the Latter excluſive of 
the Former, or in Preference to it: One of 

a Lord Shaftſbury. 


b Characteriſticks. V. 2. p. 266, 267, 268. 
theſe 
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theſe extraordinary Advocates * for morab Ex- 
cellence is adventurous enough to diſclaim the 
Uſe and Efficacy of Prayer, if not as a Mock 
Incenſe, yet as no better than a mere mecha- 
nical Sacrifice, conducive neither to the Glory 
of Gad, nor to the Benefit of the moſt humble 


_ Supplicant. — 


Thus Virtue i is robbed of her beſt 2 z 
Without a Principle of Obedience to the ſu- 
preme Being, its greateſt Beauty is defaced. 

But many of theſe Theorrfts tell us, that a 
Regard to the Deity in Hopes of Recompence 
at his Hands is mere Sejfiſþneſ5, that Virtue is 


its own Reward and then only amiable and 


lovely, when embraced for its own Sake. — 

But can it be thought, that theſe /en/rmen+ 
tal Feelings will be ſufficient to influence the 
Actions of Men, and to keep them within — 
Bounds of Duty? 

We have an e! as well as a ke 
Nature within us, and ſome more forcible 
Means, than mere Speculation, are neceſſary 
to curb the Paſſions, and to reduce the Will 
into a regular and uniform Obedience. —The 
greater Part of Mankind, as the Pſalmiſt ex- 
preſſes it, muſt be held in by Bit and Bridle, 
and unleſs their Hopes and Fears, which are 


a Chubl's poſthumous Works. Vol. 1, 
the 


1 

the ſtrongeſt Principles of Action, are wrought 
upon, 'They will become an eaſy Prey to the 
Allurements of Sin. No Obligations and no 
Reſtraints can ſtrike ſo deep upon the Minds 
of rational Creatures as the ſupreme Will and 
ſovereign Authority of God, and no Sanctions 
can be fo alarming and powerful, as the di- 
vine Promiſes and Threatnings : 

- To ſay, that theſe are nean and mercenary 
Motives, is the higheſt Abſurdity ; A coercrve 
Power is neceſſary in all Government both 
divine and human ; without which the Laws 
of Nature would ſoon be trampled under 
Foot: — And the Hope of Reward is ſo far 
from betraying a ſordid difingenuous Spirit, 
that it is the nobleſt Spur to Virtue, the lau- 
dable Ambition of a good Mind contending 
earneſtly for its Prize, and reaching after true 
Glory, the ultimate End of its Labour. * — 
There is no Principle, which can quicken our 
Endeavours with greater Energy, nor cauſe 
the Worth and Amiableneſs of moral Good- 
neſs to ſhine forth in a fuller Luſtre, — How 
therefore do Unbehevers wander in their Prin- 
ciples? What a ſtrange Mixture of Incon- 
ſiſtencies? New Doubts and Cavils, like 
thick Vapours, continually riſe upon old ones, 


a Ocior 0 azacFor we T4un, Plato de Leg. Lib. 5. 
and 
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and ſpread Datkneſs round the whole Arm}. 
pbere of Infidelity. = 
They ate no leſs Strangers to the Zxtent 
than to the Nature and Obligations of Virs 
LUC, — 

We are told, that nothin g can be a Part 
of Religion, but what is eſſential to Man, 
and founded upon the Law of Reaſon : This 
is a fayourite Turn of Expreſſion frequently 
made uſe of with an oblique Deſign of caſt- 
ing 4 Slur upon all poſitive Inflitutions, which 
are ſt in the moſt odious Light, as Infringe- 
ments upon human Liberty, and the natural 
Rights of Mankind, arbitrarily commanded for 
commanding Sake + * | | 

It is true, Poſitive Duties have no inherent 
Goodneſs in themſelves ; They derive their 
Obligatio from the Will and Authority of 
the Legiflator ; But has not God a Power of 
preſcribing the Conditions of his own Favor? 
Is not Obedience to his Commands of what 
kind ſoever an Act of moral Duty? And if 
ſuch Commands have a moral Tendency, if 
they are Means happily made choice of for 
wiſe and good Ends, for the promoting of 
Holineſs and Virtue, why is it not worthy of 
the Wiſdom of God to ordain them, or of the 


a Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. 


moral 
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moral Nature of Man to obey them? Ay 
Subfidiary Helps to Religion, They. are cer- 
tainly productive of the moſt. excellent Ef- 
fects, and what GC Bas joined together, let 
no Man dare to put aſunder : 8 91 

But this is not all - Many other ſuperfluous 
Duties are laid to the Charge of revealed Re- 
h gion. Mort ification and Se Denial are 
called Monkiſh Virtues, which in-the Lan- 
guage of the Unbeliever, fupify the Under- 


ſtanding and harden the Heart, obſcure the 


Fancy and four the Temper : a Strange Effects 
indeed ! It is to be. feared, that this Objector 


has ſome ſuch Feelings within himſelf, though 


from another Cauſe. Þ — Suppoſe, that Mar- 


tification and Self-denial may ſometimes croſs 
the natural Bent of our Inclinations, are They 


therefore unneceſſary ? or rather, are they not 
wiſe and ſuitable Reſtraints, a .proper Exer- 


* a Hume's Eſſays - 
Morals. p. 188. 

b Indurandus eſt animus, & a Blandimentis "RISEN pro- 
cul abſtrahendus; Vina Hannibalem ſolverunt, & indomitum 
illum nivibus atque Alpibus virum enervaverunt Fomenta Cam- 
paniæ: Armis vicit, vitiis victus eſt, Nobis quoque militandum 
eſt et quidem genere Militiz, quo nunquam. quies, nunquam 
Otium datur: Debellandz ſunt imprimis Voluptates, quæ, ut 
vides, ſæva quoque ad ingenia rapuerunt, fi quis ſibi propoſuerit, 


quantum Operis aggreſſus fit, ſciet nihil delicat?, nihil molliter 
eſſe faciendum, Sex, Ep. 5 2. 
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eiſe both for the Body and Mind, conducive 
to the Health and Strength of the one, and 
to the pure and ſpiritual Exerciſes of the o- 
ther? Seh, Government requires the greateſt 
Care and Circumſpection — A conſtant Guard 
ſhould be ſet upon the Wanderings and Out- 
breakings of ſenſual Deſires, and by theſe 
Means, the Heart, though Beavy-laden for a 
while, will ſoon find reſt, and its Godly Sor - 
row will gradually brighten into Joy. 
We are likewiſe told with great Pomp of 
Expreſſion, that Virtue talks not of Sufferance: 
What? of no Sufferance ? not even for Right- 
eouſneſs Sate? This is the Crown of Virtue ; It 
finiſhes the Character of the great Man, the 
good Chriſtian, and the accompliſhed Heroe. 
Even Humility cannot eſcape the Arrows of 
bitter Words - though the greateſt Ornament 
of the human Mind, it is malicioufly reported 
of; as ſavouring of too much Meanneſs- of 
Spirit — but quite the Reverſe; There is a 
Pufillanimity in Pride, and a Dignity in Hu- 
mility; The Man, that is meek and lowly, views 
Things in a true Light; He knows himſelf, 
both his Perfections and his Infirmities, and 
from a conſcious Senſe of both, He is taught 
to keep a due Ballance, to value the excellent 
Gifts of Nature, but to caſt down all high 
Ima- 
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Some Unbelievers take à different Courſe, 
and reproſent the Gaſpel as 2 narrow and de- 
ſective Scheme contracting the moral Circle 
of Duty, and leaving out of it the moſt ſub- 


me and exalted Virtues, even Friend/pip and 
the Lave.of our Country : * 


How little do they know of the Genius, of 
Chriſtianity ? which is ſo far from oyerlook- 
ing, or by any indire& Means ſuperſeding our 
moſt near and binding Connexions, that It ex- 
tends: its Goodneſs univerfally to all, to, al} 
Nations, to our greateſt Enemies, to every 
Province of Humanity, but with a- juſt and 
diſtinctive Regard, 1. thoſe of our OWN Houſe-." 
"In the. laſt Reſult of "Tr Dan are aſked, 

if ſuch are the eſſential Properties of Religion, 
why. are They not productive of better Ef- 
fects? Tudge, ſays the Infidel, of the Tree by 
its Fruits? What are the Ravages of Super- 
ſition ?. What a balefull Influence have they, 
ſpread in all the Corners of the World? But 
what Reaſonings were ever carried on under 
more falſe or wicked Diſguiſes ? What, has 
true Religion to do with the evil Productions 


a Charagteris. V. 1. p. 97. 
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of Sepenfition? We fee the horrid Effect of 
the latter, how pernicious i ĩs hoth to the tem» 
poral and fpiritual Intereſts of Mankind in 
all the Kingdoms of Popery, and indeed Pro» 
tefiants above all others have felt the ſevere 
Hier of bligd overheated Teal hurried on by 
But how different i is the Genius 2 com- 
ple Bon of true Religion? — It is the Source 
of all the Bleſſings We enjoy, the pure and 
incorrupt Fountain both of Private and: pub+ 
lick Happipefs : 0 

We are told indeed by ſome Scoffers that 
all Religions are the ſame, inſtead of good, 
productive of a Train of Evils to Mankind. 
- But how unjuſt a Charge is this? to make 
Religion anſwerable for the Lu/ts and Paſſions 
of Men? 'Fhe beſt Things are capable of 
£buſe, and may indeed be fo: perverted as to 

be made the unhappy Occgſan of much miſ- 
chief in the World, — But this is not the 
Spirit, of true Religion, but the Want of It,; 
The Fault is not in the Rule preſcribed, but 
in thoſe, that deviate from it. . 

To fill up the Meaſure of Iniquity, or at 
leaſt to-ſhew. a critical Sagacity above others, 
( dome have propbecied ſmooth Things even to 


2 Tantäm Religio potuit ſuadere Malerum. Lare. 


the 


— — — 


— ͤ—— ——— — — 


[6] 


the Honour of Vice itfelf. — One of this Pra 
ternity would be thought 40i/e> than Solhmon 
himſelf, who pronounces, that ' Righteouſneſs 
exalteth 4 Nation,” but Sin is 'a"Reproach to 
any People. — But this Adventurer pretends; 
that private Vices ire publick Benefits,” the 
Pillars of Trade, Riches and national Profpe- 
rity.— What ſtrange Infatuation is this? not 
only inconſiſtent with the moral Perfections 
of the Deity, and with the Nature and Dig- 
nity of Man, but repugnant to the whole 
Order and Conſtitution of Things; It ſuppo- 
ſes that to be the Bond, which is really the 
Bane of all ſocial Happineſs, and makes its 
Beauty to conſume awvay even as a Moth fret- 
ting a Garment : They, that endeavour to 
pull down Religion, and upon its Nuint, to 
erect Temples to Vice, are the greateſt Ene- 
mies of Mankind; They are like the Sedu- 
cers of old, ſaying, Peace and there was no 
Peace; and One built up 'a Wall, and Lo! 
Others dawb'd it with 3 Aen. 
Bz/14p90.! 4 


a Polybius files Religion, T6 dias 4 mores. Fol. Lib. 6 
#34" 

b Cupiditates enim ſunt inſatiabiles, quz non modò ſingulos 
Homines, ſed univerſas Familias vertunt, totam etiam labefactant 
ſæpe Rempublicam; Ex Cupiditatibus, Odia, Diſſidia, Diſcor- 
die, Seditiones, Bella paſcuntur. Cic; de Fin. Lib. 1. 

Fs. .21 Thus 


L 63⁰1 

Thug with haſty Steps have I run over the 
—— Track of religious Controverſy, not ſo 
much with a View of expoſing the fallacious 
and ſophiſtical Arts of Unbelievers, as with a 
Deſire of ſetting in an oppoſite Light, and in 
their true Calours the many ſuperior Advan- 
tages of a Chriſtian Faith — Which was the 
Second Thing I propoſed to conſider. — 

The Praſbect now opens with better Hopes 
and better Promiſes. —The Goſpel is the moſt 
compleat and perfect Scheme of moral Duty. 
Here Mercy and Truth meet together, Right- 
eouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other. Here Vir- 
tue ſhines in its true Luſtre, and is diſtinctly 
unfolded in all its Views, not in a didactic 
Strain, with a formal elaborate Exactneſs, but 
with a free and unaffected Regularity ; with 
Brevity, yet with Perſpicuity, with Plainneſs 
and Simplicity, yet with Dignity and Autho- 
rity, Not with the enticing Words of 
Man's Wiſdom, but as St. Paul expreſſes it, 
in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power. 
In this School of moral Diſcipline We are firſt 
taught to know God, and from thence we 
learn that excellent Leſſon of knowing our- 
ſelves : 

The whole Oeconomy of the Mind is here 
adjuſted ; Purity of Thought and Truth in the 


inward 


Len! 


Inward Parts ire the leading Principles, which 


open the Way for all Chriſtian Perfections. 
Every kind Impreſion,' every generous inſtine - 
tive Principle is cheriſhed as in a gend Soil 
and like the opening Buds of Nature, are en- 
couraged in their Grow/h,/ till they gradually 
ripen into Fruit: No Culture is wanting; 
that can poſſibly improve and anch an Bonet 
and good Hart- 

The Ballonce is happily ne The 
Paſſions and all the internal Appetites are kept 
under ſober Reſtraints in a regular Subordi- 
nation to the nobler Powers and nn of 
Wo Mind, _— | 

: Self-efteem and Poverty of Spirit, Faith 2 
Rehn, Liberty and Religion, the Wiſdom of 
the Serpent and the Innocency of the Dove are 
blended together with due Regulations, and 
are taught to move, as coordinate Principles 
in their proper Sphere, — 

No rigorous Auſterities are impoſed upon 
us, no heavy" Barthens, no Monkiſh Penances 3 
Even the bittere Cup is mingled with Sweets 


ne; Even the Suference of a Chriſtian opens 


the Door to Foys unſpeakable and fall of Glory: 
In every Branch of Self-Government whe- 
ther it regards the Health of the Body, or 
Peare of Mind, the Goſpel is a reaſonable 
Service, 
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enjoins only two pgſitive Inſtitutions, which 
are plain, eaſy and inſtructive, good and ex- 
cellent Means of Ediſcation. Neither does it 


look with a leſs propitious Eye upon all our 
publick and ſocial Connexions — It is a Reli- 
gion, all benign and gentle, ful of Mercy and 
good Fruits Its Benevolence is as diffuſive, 
as human Nature itſelf; not confined to a 
little Cirele of Friends, to this or that Sect or 
Party, but it enlarges. the Heart, and extends 
its Goodneſs to the whole World, as to the 
City God. Hog. vo 1vist 

Here are no Laws, that entrench. upon the 
natural Rights of Mankind, or that in any 
reſpects weaken thoſe ſacred and inviolable 
Bands, by which we are incorporated toge- 
ther in one Syſtem, but without the leaft 
Tincture of a narrow and contracted Self/h- 
.neſs of Spirit, every humane and ſocial Af- 
ſection, every great and generous Sentiment, 
every diſintereſted and exalted Virtue is called 
forth in its full Scope and Latitude, and adapt- 
ed with the niceſt Propriety to all the ſeveral 
La. Subordinations, and De partments 


1 « This was "the noble Saying of Marcus Antoninus, na 8 

aryl, ae hh Arronive fel - rens, 46 3 anten. 5 __ 
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in civil Society The Commandments of the 
Lord are enereding bruad·——ñß;k4ͤ 

And theſe amiable Virtues are not left to 
Hhift for themſelves, and to fluctuate upon the 
uncertain Tide of human Speculation; but in- 
ſtead of doing toſſed to and fro with every Wind 
of © Dofirine according to the different Tenets 
of this or that School of Philoſophy, We have 
a fixed and invatiable Rule of Action before 
Vs, confirmed by the — mann 
wil of God himſelf. ——— 

And theſe our Obligations are heightened 
not merely by political but religious Conſide- 
rations, as We are joint Members of the ſame 
wſtical Boch in Chrif, 19a ger ha 
bleſſed Promi es: 3 oh 
Suach is the operative Power- the Goſpel. 
It affords every Motive of Reaſon, which can 
perſwade, every Aſſiſtance of Gruce, which 
can encourage, every Sanction of divine Au- 
thority, which can command the Obedience 
'of rational Creatures: © 
In point of Exrent, the Golpel-Morals have 
"anther eminent Advantage. They are not 
Intermixed with the — and Intricacies of 
Science falſely ſo called; Without any Defetis 
or Redundancies, We have one entire com- 
prehenſive Syſtem, neither too much relaxed 
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[6] 
Hyor-overftrained beyoad the Bounds of Truth; 
All the Lines of Duty are marked out with 
Elcatneſs, with Precifion, ang. Ms _n 
Circumference. — 

We have ſeen, — vary. * 
their moral Sentiments, ſametimes curtailing, 
fometimes enlarging che Limits of Obligation 
as though it was in cheir own,Power to make 
Commit ations wich God, and to preſcribe an 
independent Rule of Action to themſelves ac< 
cording to their on capricious Humours.; 
But ie Goſpel Precepts exhibit to Us the 
faireſt Portrait of moral Virtue in its true 
Dimenfions, neither diminiſhed in any of its 
Lineaments and Features, nor diſtorted be- 
yond its juſt and natural Proportions. —— 
And if We judge of the Tree by its Fruits, 


by that Criterion, which the Unbeliever him- 


felf makes choice of, We ſhall find the Goſ- 
pel productive of the moſt happy and bene- 
ficial Effects, 
Confider thoſe Nations, to whom the hea- 
venly Light of it never ſhone, I don't mean, 
thoſe uncultivated Savages, whoſe natural 
Powers are immerſed in Ignorance and Dark- 
neſs, but the moſt civilized Nations in the 
World, and e them, with thoſe People, 
who 


68 
who ee See in" We its Purity and 
Pertecion- - 7 Nr i]: Sd IIA 
Keligien-warilaid to * diſtinguiſhirig 
Character of the Romans,” and it is recorded 
by their Hiſtorians, as the grand Ba of all 
their Glory” and Happinelss but how miſera - 
— They involved in the darkeſt Clouds 
of Tdolatiy and Super ition? Their very Gods 
were in many Inſtances a Diſgruce to human 
Nature; Their national Vices kept an even 
Pace witli their | Greatneſs and Power, till at 
laſt, when they both arriyed to an enormous 
Size, a ſpeedy Dehruction fell upon the grear- 
Empire in the World, and conſumed 3 it * 
aPeſtitence 2 | 
It may be aſked, 23 Chriſtian Coun- 
tries have not been infeſted with Crimes of as 
black and malignant a Nature ? As to Prin- 
ciple and Profeſſion at leaſt, we may certainly 
anfwer in the Negative, We have no Altars 


a Nec ullam etiam ad Immortalitatem Viam JED 
quam exercitus ducere, aliena vaſtare, delere Urbes, Oppida 
oa ſeindere, liberos Populos aut — aut ut ſubſicere Servi- 
tuti — Lac. Lib. 1. 18. f 

Quz per totum Orbem finguli gefſerine enarrare impolible 
eſt, Quis enim Voluminum Numerus _ tam infnita, tam 
varia Genera Crudelitatis? Lac. Lib. 5. a 6 

Mores Majorum non paulatim ut antea, ſed — moſs 
precipitati. Salluſt, Fragment, p. 139. 


2 


1 69 ] 

ereRed-to Vice, no human Sacrifices, no Ex- 
Fofing of Infants, or Gladiatorial Butcheries, 
which give a Shock even to Humanity itſelf v, 
but through the Mercies of Chriſt, We have 

a Standard of Duty before us, of another 
Gabis: and Complection— The Rule, by 
which We walk, is holy and juſt and good; and 
though - there are too many repeated Viola- 
tions of it ariſing from the Luſts and Paſſions 
of \Men, and often from the evil Contagion of 
Infidelity, yet the. Face of Things is happily 


changed by the kind Influence of Chriſtianity, 
whicty has greatly refined the Principles, hu- 
manized the 7. pere; and ſweetened the Man- 
ners of Men : Þ 

One would think, that a Religion fo pure 


and en and adorned on every Side 


a When — was s aſked be the Athenians, whether the 
Gladiatorial Shews ſhould be exhibited, what a generous Reply 
did that Philoſopher make? nor, ſays he, till the Altar of Mercy 
is taken away ; wh eXaTTQor, in, Tame, & Aura, WiÞineÞF» 
&1- h r iis u B xg HA : -Luciani Demonax. 

b Fuſebius gives us a ſingular Teſtimony of the good Effects 
of Chriſtianity — Or: 6 cy Hl Xecnave! miavgapen, might 
v mięxerris; 9 of op Male ae ecm rds 1expss. Oö of cy 
vici d ien hs. rigen ad ran, wigeny ans. Od wage 3 
% Tax Poe evo rue ter, &x 6i oy Aue erde 7 T Amy, 
T h, 5 F reer, 1 Ainovgor. A ou Gio, gm 1200 7 - 
#5 nei h, g iN nd. Enſeb. Prep. Evan. 6, 10. 
en 2 ſeriptis. 
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for all Errors whatſoever, even thoſd of the 
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with all the Charm, of moral Excellence 


might win upon the Affections and command 
the Approbation of all, but the Fog Hearts 
of ſome, Men are darkened, Men of corrupt 
Minds, and reprobate concerning the Faiths 
who really deve no Gloah for their Sin, but 
as: They often affect ſome ſpecious Pretences 
for their Conduct, though it is but a falſe 
Farmiſb, L ſhall proceed in the third place, to 
conſider ſome of the 7 Fu Un- 
believeris e 5 


Firſt, We are told, 3 


Atheift as well as the Deiſt, that every Man 
has a Right of private Judgment; and He 
that judges Ancereh and according to the beſt 
of his Knowlege, is chargeable with no Crime 


either in the Sight of God or Man: 


The Right of private Judgment cannot be 
called in Queſtion ; fo far we join Iſſue with 
the Unbeliever As we are rational Crea- 
tures, we may certainly claim it as our Birtb- 
rigbt; It is ſealed and confirmed to * 1 
oꝛiginal Charter of Nature- 

As We are Chriſtians, the Liberty of Jud 
ing for our ſelves is our Duty, that glorious 


Privilege, by which Chref has . us free; 
It 


1711 
It is dhe ſiſeſt Peer vative of our own Faiths 
and the beſt Means of Defence againſt the 
Wies and Devvces of falſe Teasber - 
And eſpecially, as we are proteſtants, We 
know that it was an honeſt and ingenuous Free- 
dom of Enquiry, which firſt emancipated out 
Anceſtors from the heavy and grievous Yoke 
of Superſtitian, and we muſt ſtill maintain our 
Ground upon the fame Principles This will 
always be the ſtrongeſt Fence againſt the fla+ 
viſh: Doctrines and domineering — of 
ern Rome. | 

But how. do Unbelievers ſhoot 52 arrows 
even bitter Words againſt all, that is venerable 
and Sacred, not with a Spirit of Liberty, but 
by a wilful Abuſe of it, not with an bongſt and 
good Heart in the Purſuit of Truth, but 
under a falſe and diflembled Cloke of + mm 
8 an 
But not to call their Sincerity © in Queſtion, 

how often is it, that They are miſguided by 
their Luhe, by ſtrange Devices of their own 
Invention, by Pride and Prejudice, by a Fond- 
neſs for Innovation, or perhaps a Sceprtical 
Tum of Mind too much indulged? Under 
ſuch Prepoſſeſſions, like the deaf- Adder, they 
flop their Ears. againſt the Voice of Truth, 
and are fo far from having any Claim to the 
Character 
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Character of Free-tbinkers,. that They ferter 


their own Under /iandings, and offer a Violence 


to Reaſon, _ JU 1dol of their. 1 
Hearts 

It l — en — — 
from all or any of eee can with any 
Propriety be called innocent: ona 
But ſuppoſe them to be under no falſe 
Byaſs; that they are ſincere and diligent; diſ- 


_ paſſionate and unprejudiced in their Searches 


after Truth, and that, if they do err, it is 
not owing to any Heretical Depravity of Mind, 
but to a peculiar Ca f Tbongõt, which the 
beſt Uſe of their 3 tT_gh could not 


poſſibly prevent. 
In this caſe, which Fam afraid, ha ſeldom 


happens, ought not ſuch ingenuous Enquirers 
to be cautious, how They broach Doctrines 
repugnant to the general Senſe of Mankind? 
Should not Prudence as well as Modeſty, incline 
them to review their Opinions, to weigh them 
over and over in the Scale of Reaſon, and un- 
leſs the Glare of Truth be irreſiſtible indeed, 
rather to diſtruſt their own private Judgments, 
than pretend to be er than * n 
itſelf ? 


a Errare poſſum, Hzreticus eſſe Nolo 1 often * 
this Motto been miſapplyed by Unbelievers ? 4 


We 
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We may be told perhaps, that They have 
done all this, that They have thoroughly, and 
impartially conſidered the Argument iq all ic 
Parts, both the Evidence: for, and the Objęca 


tions againſt it; and that upon: juſt Calcula- 


tian and a full Con uidlian, the Force of Truths 
had: ſuch a commanding Influence upon 
their Minds, that they could not withſtand it; 
They thought it a Duty owing to their F el- 
low - Creatures to open tbeir Eyes, and to re- 


| leaſe them of thoſe heavy Chains, with which 


They had long been ſhackled by the impoſi- 
tions of arbitrary and magiſterial Authori- 
ty; Here is a fine Opening indeed Church 
Power and Church Eſtabliſbments never fail to 
become the Topicks of Entertainment; and 
to compleat the Feaſt; a little Seaſoning of 


che Frieſthood muſt be thrown in: Such is 


the common Cant of Infidelity ; It is indeed a 
ſpecious and popular Cry; There is a kind 
of Charm in the very Name of Liberty too of- 
ten made uſe of to ſanctify the worſt Deſigns, 

both 1 in Government and Religion. | 
Under theſe Colours, the Unbeliever marches 
into the Field of Controverſy, diſputes boldly, 
and with a Zeal, though not according to know- 
lege, is ready to compaſs ſea and land to gain 
nter! -— But what are the Fruits of all 
K his 
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die Labour 2.—le endvayours es unhings the 

gf Men, to faile Doubts and Diffi- 
culties in their Minds, to rob them of their 
beſt Hopes and Comforts, to throw off all 
ae on Regard for the great Duties of Reli- 
gion; and to trample under Foot the eſtabliſhed 
Laws of Soeiety as well as thoſe of God: 
A conſcious Senſe of Error, if not of "Guile, 
would certainly be more becoming a Champion 
in "ſuch a Cauſe than a — progres 
cence : 1 | 


But, frevidly, it is — by K Slate 
them, that They have a true and unfeigned 
Regard for the eſſential Points of Religion ; 
that in ſuch Enquiries, there is no Intricacy 
at all, that Reaſon is of itſelf a ſufficient Guide, 
unincumbered with thoſe ſlaviſh Bmbarraſſ- 
ments, which ever did, and neceffarily muſt 
attend the fictitious ſyſtems of revealed Reli- 
gion, however pompouſly recommended in the 
Name of God, with a ſolemn uy of divine 
Authority. 

This is a ſtale Objection, and hes bien offen 
anſwered with great Clearneſs and - og of 
Reaſoning. 

I ſhall omy at Peebestz obſerve, that if theſe 
publick Reformers had really the Intereſt of 
natural Religion at Heart, they would not act 
with 


[os] 
withr1ſuch open and avowed Emnity towards 
the Goſpel, which is not only a Republication 
of ie Lau of Nature, but bene 
enen, and Perfection to it. E 
The Lew. of Nature ounfulecd abſtra@- 
edly of itte, is an imperfett Rule of Action 
to moral Agents, inferior to the Goſpel, as 
neither ſo clear in its: Counſels, ſo compre» 
henſive in its extent, ſo engaging in its Mo- 
tives, nor ſo an and forcible in its Com- 
mands. 

Many Truths are. out of the natural Man's 
Sight, not deducible from unaſſiſted Reaſon, 
or if They were plain and obvious to the 
Views of Men of diſtinguiſhed Penetration 
and Diſcernment, yet how few would be ca- 
pable of making ſach regular Deductions ? 
How few would be at the Pains of carrying 
on their Reſearches into the abſtruſe Nature 
and relations of things ? Or that would have 
Leifare and Opportunity for ſuch deep and im- 
portant Enquiries ? 

Or if the moral Rule was ever fo plain and 
open to the Underſtandings of Men, how of- 
ten would it be perverted by ſenſual Luſts and 
Appetites and other incidental Cauſes, which 
would obſtruct the free Uſe and Exerciſe of 


their rational Faculties, and cauſe even the 
: Light 7 
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[76] 
Light,” which "is in them,” hd wanne 
ne? nabe 20000 * * > 
Or we may go farther, if 2 
fo able and willing to find out Truth in all ĩts 


Parts genuine and uncorrupt, yet this would 


ſtill be no more than mere Speculation, a mo- 
ral Science only, which with a ſoft and gentle 
Attraction, might ſenſibly touch the Springs 
and Motions of the Soul, but not with Strength 
and Efficacy enough to controll the Actions of 
Men: Greater Power and Authority muſt be 
requiſite to counteract the Paſſions, and to keep 
the unruly Appetites i in a due en to 
Reaſon. 

What therefore could be more E to 
the Wants of human Nature, more beneficial 
to Mankind, or more worthy of the divine 
Wiſdom, than a written Law granted by God 
to be the fixed and ſtanding Rule of our Con- 
duct, as a ſupplemental Aid to the internal 
Oracle of our own Minds, which the Apoſtle 
calls, the Law written in our Heart? 

The wiſeſt Men in all Ages have confeſſed 


by 
* 


a Ye may even give over, ſays Socrates, all Hopes of amending 
Men's Manners for the future, unleſs God be pleaſed to ſend 
You ſome other Perſon to inflrut You. 

Ei w Aero» ve vo- au GννντοοτνjẗꝰοMe, e 15 b AN 
i 6 Stic Empires x70 pl: bar, 4 

the 
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the Want of ſuch heavenly Aſſiſtance ; and 
none but the Fools of the preſent, would re- 
nounce it, but they. ino not nba They. ſays; 
nor whereof tbey affirm : Without regard to 
- Truth, they ſuck n their Objections as with 
a Hpenge, and though the foul malignant Mat- 
ter is eaſily ſqutezed out, They are ſoon re- 
pleniſhed with the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
ſwell again to their uſual Compaſs; but Wo 
unto them, ſays the Prophet, that are wiſe in 
their own Eyes; that call evil good, and good 
evil, that put bitter for ſiweet, and fveet for 
bitter, that take away the Righteouſneſs of the 
Righteous from Him. If. 5. 21. 

_ Having thus done with the Unbelieves, 1 
ſhall only apply what has been ſaid to the 
Friends of revealed Religion, and I hope, the 
Application in this place above all others will 
not be thought improper. It is not only 
our Happineſs to have the Mind of Chriſt in 
common with other Chriſtians, but-it is here, 
that the Temple of the Lord is fixed in it's 
higheſt Beauty and Splendor, and how ought. 
They, who are Miniſters of. the Sanctuary, to 
guard it, with care and caution, with all the 
Efforts of Courage, Wiſdom and Perſeverance, 
like the Prizfts who bare the Ark of the Co- 
venant of the Lord, and ſtood firm on Dry 

Ground 
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— the midſt of Jordan. Joſh. 3. ry. 

In this Age of free Enquiry, the Enenmy 
i under little or no Reſtraint, either civil or 
religious; He foros bis Tarer even in Broad 
Day- Light, and at a Time, when Luxury 
and: Diſſipations of all kinds abound, the ex- 
nberumcs of the Soil is naturally productive of 
Weeds and Tborn:.— The Vineyard therefore, 
that is ſet apart for the Growth of better 
things, for the Culture and Improvement of 


Religion and Learning, ought to be watched 


with Diligence,' and fenced in on every Side, 
teſt the inſidious. Adverſary ſhould breat in 
unawares, and corrupt the good Seed of Truth; 
It muſt indeed be allowed that a narrow, par- 
tial and bigotted Attachment; to any human 
Syſtems whatſoever, is a Bar to the Improve- 
ment of Science, and to the Inveſtigation of 
all Truth; Errors once imbibed under ſuch. 
prepoſſeſſions, never can be removed; but a 
groundleſs Thirſt for Novelty, merely for the 
ſake of Novelty, is by no means a Mark of - 
beral Enquiry or rational Criticiſm, but rather 
looks like the Project of an unſkillful Archi- 
tect, who finds fault with the venerable Garb 
of Antiquity, as favouring too much of a Go- 
thick Taſte, and erects another Edifice, per- 

x | k * | ; | haps 


1 
haps of a more modern Caſt, but leſs Beauty, 


_ and Utility |. * 
They, to whoſe approved Fidelity the In- 


ſtruction of Youth is committed, ſhould be 
mindful of that important. Truſt, and exert 
their beſt Endcavours to ſeaſon che tender | 
Minds of thoſe under their Care, with early 
Principles of Piety and Virtue; The firſt Im- 
preſſions are generally the ſtrongeſt, and if 
well · fixed and robted in t be _ will endure ; 
even to Old Age. * | 

And there is another local Obligation ben 
Us, which I cannot forbear to mention, I 
mean the extegſve Influence, which our ſacred 
Regards for Religion muſt neceſſarily Have 
upon the reſt of Mankind; It is from theſe 
Seminaries, that the Goſpel is propagated, and 
its Sound. goes into all the Earth not only into 
our own Provinces but the remoteſt Corners 
of the World; and if They, that minifter in 
holy Things, are themſelves tainted with the 
Poiſon of Unbelief, how great muſt the Con- 
tagion be ? how univerſal in the Spread of it?, 
and how fatal to the Souls of Men ? If they, 
that ought to be the greateſt Fountains of 
Truth and Knowlege, are themſelves corrupt, 


how can the Streams, which flow from them, 
be pure and unde filed? What can ſtop the Tor- 
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—ṹ — 
* 
* 


— 5 — 
- 
U 


5 
„ x 
9 27 — for permunere, read permanere. 
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bh 6. (in the Note) for Manluis Fitter, read Manlius. 


e 2 (in the Note) for chgno/tiamus, read cognoſeamus. 
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